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TRIAL COURT FACT SHEET
The Supreme Court  of  Florida
Office  of  the  State  Courts  Adminis t ra tor  (OSCA)

                                                                           I s s u e  # 2  -  M a r c h  2 0 0 4
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Char t  1

CIRCUIT PROBATE FILINGS
Fisca l  Year 2002-03

o t  o f f  t h e  p r e s s  t h i s  M a r c h ,  t h e
St a t i s t i c a l  R e f e re n c e  G u i d e  t o  F l o r i d a ’s
Tr i a l  C o u r t s  f o r  F i s c a l  Ye a r  2 0 0 2 - 0 3

was  d i s t r i bu t ed  t o  ch i e f  j udges ,  t r i a l  cou r t
admin i s t r a to r s ,  c l e rks  o f  cour t ,  t he  Governor ’s
Of f i ce ,  l eg i s l a to r s  and  o the r s  a round  t he
s t a t e .   I n  i t s  t h i rd  yea r  o f  pub l i c a t i on ,  t he
gu ide  p rov ides  an  overv iew of  o f f i c ia l  c i r cu i t
a n d  c o u n t y  c o u r t  f i l i n g s ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d
spec ia l  p roceed ings  fo r  a l l  t r i a l  cour t  d iv i s ions
in  F lo r ida ’s  twen ty  jud ic ia l  c i rcu i t s  and  s ix ty -
s even  coun t i e s .   Th i s  yea r  ma rks  t he  ea r l i e s t
i s suance  da t e  o f  t he  gu ide ,  j u s t  i n  t ime  fo r
Flor ida ' s  2004 Legis la t ive  Sess ion .

Wi th in  the  p roba te  d iv i s ion ,  t he re  a re  s ix
ca tegor ies  o f  cases  ( see  Char t  1 ) :   p roba te ,
g u a r d i a n s h i p ,  t r u s t ,  B a k e r  A c t ,  s u b s t a n c e
a b u s e ,  a n d  o t h e r  s o c i a l  c a s e s .

•   P r o b a t e  c a s e s  i n v o l v e  a l l  m a t t e r s
relating  to the disposit ion of a descendant’s
p rope r ty.

•   Guard iansh ip  c a ses  i nvo lve  a l l  ma t t e r s
r e l a t i ng  t o :  t he  de t e rmina t i on  o f  s t a tu s ;
contracts  and conveyances of  incapacitated
 persons; custody of wards and their property
 interests;  control  and restorat ion of  r ights;
and appointment and removal of  guardians.

•   Trus t  cases  invo lve  a l l  ma t t e r s  r e l a t ing
to the management and disposition of property,
r ea l  o r  pe r sona l ,  he ld  by  one  pa r ty  fo r
the  bene f i t  o f  ano the r.

•   B a k e r  A c t  c a s e s  i n v o l v e  i n v o l u n t a r y
mental  heal th examinations or  involuntary
p lacement  o f  an  ind iv idua l  in  a  menta l
hea l th  fac i l i ty.

•   S u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  c a s e s  i n v o l v e  t h e
i n v o l u n t a r y  a s s e s s m e n t  o r  t r e a t m e n t  o f
s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e .

•   O ther  soc ia l  c a s e s  i n v o l v e  a l l  o t h e r
matters related to involuntary commitment
such as:  tuberculosis control, developmental
disabilities,  and incapacity determination.

Ta b l e  1

Divis io n FY 0 0 -0 1 FY 0 1-0 2 FY 0 2 -0 3

% Chang e   
0 0 -0 1 to  

0 1-0 2

% Chang e   
0 1-0 2  to  

0 2 -0 3

% Chang e  
0 0 -0 1 to  

0 2 -0 3

Circuit  
Criminal 18 2 ,58 1 179 ,757 18 2 ,8 9 3 -1.5% 1.7% 0 .2 %
Circuit  
Civil 171,775 18 6 ,2 18 18 4 ,8 58 8 .4 % -0 .7% 7.6 %
Circuit        
Do mes t ic 
Relat io ns 2 6 4 ,178 2 8 0 ,4 57 2 76 ,9 6 6 6 .2 % -1.2 % 4 .8 %
Circuit  
Pro b ate 9 5,0 2 0 9 6 ,712 10 1,73 6 1.8 % 5.2 % 7.1%
Circuit  
J uvenile 9 8 ,0 0 7 9 1,50 4 9 2 ,6 8 6 -6 .6 % 1.3 % -5.4 %

To tal 8 11,56 1 8 3 4 ,6 4 8 8 3 9 ,13 9 2 .8 % 0 .5% 3 .4 %

C IRCUIT CO URT FILINGS                         
Fiscal  Years 2000-01, 2001-02 and 2002-03

As  cour t s  o f  gene ra l  j u r i sd i c t i on ,  t he  c i r cu i t
c o u r t s  a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  t r i a l  c o u r t s  i n  t h e
s t a t e .  Ta b l e  1  d i s p l a y s  s t a t e w i d e  f i g u r e s
for  each  c i rcui t  d iv is ion:   c r iminal ,  c iv i l ,
domes t i c  r e l a t ions ,  p roba te  and  juven i l e .
Since  f i sca l  year  2000-01,  Flor ida ' s  c i rcui t
cour t s  have  exper i enced  a  3 .4% inc rease
in  to ta l  c i rcu i t  cour t  f i l ings .

A m o n g  t h e  f i v e  d i v i s i o n s ,  p r o b a t e  s t a n d s
o u t  a s  h a v i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  g r o w t h  o v e r  t h e
l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .

C i r c u i t  P r o b a t e  C a s e s  o n  t h e  R i s e
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Char t  2

COUNTY COURT FILINGS
Fisca l  Years  2000-01 ,  2001-02 ,  and

2 0 0 2 - 0 3

For  Fur ther  In format ion

As exh ib i t ed  in  Tab le  2 ,   Baker  Ac t ,
s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  a n d  o t h e r  s o c i a l  c a s e s
h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o n s i s t e n t  g r o w t h  s i n c e
f i sca l  yea r  2000-01 ,  wi th  subs tance  abuse
cases  expe r i enc ing  the  mos t  s ign i f i can t
i nc r ea se s .

F l o r i d a ' s  c o u n t y  c o u r t s  a r e  c o u r t s  o f
l imi ted  jur i sd ic t ion  handl ing  both  c r imina l
a n d  c i v i l  c a s e s .   C o u n t y  c o u r t s  h a v e  a l s o
seen  s ign i f i can t  g rowth ,  due  i n  l a rge  pa r t
t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  c o u n t y  c i v i l  c a s e s  ( s e e
Char t  2) .   S ince  f i sca l  year  2000-01,  to ta l
c o u n t y  c i v i l  c a s e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  b y
approximate ly  64 .0% s ta tewide .    Cases  in
the  coun ty  c iv i l  d iv i s ion  inc lude :  smal l
c la ims (up to  $5,000);  c ivi l  ($5,001 to
$15 ,000) ;  rep lev ins ;  ev ic t ions ;  o ther  c iv i l
(non-moneta ry) ;  and  c iv i l  t r a f f ic
in f rac t ions .

E l i s a b e t h  H .  G o o d n e r,  St a t e  C o u r t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r
B l a n  Te a g l e ,  D e p u t y  St a t e  C o u r t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

Gre g o r y  Yo u c h o c k ,  C h i e f  o f  C o u r t  S e r v i c e s
Kr i s t ine  S layden ,  Sen ior  Court  S ta t i s t i c s  Consu l tant

Ar lene  Johnson ,  Cour t  S ta t i s t i c s  Consu l tant
Sharon Buckingham,  Senior  Court  Analys t  I I

Xiaoyuan Zhu,  Court  Stat i s t ic ian
Ros i e  Hous ton ,  Sen ior  Court  Ana lys t  I

C o u n t y  C i v i l  Tr a f f i c  I n f r a c t i o n s
Dr i ve  Growth

Case Typ e FY 0 0 -0 1 FY 0 1-0 2 FY 0 2 -0 3

% Chang e  
0 0 -0 1 to  

0 1-0 2

% Chang e   
0 1-0 2  to  

0 2 -0 3

% Chang e   
0 0 -0 1 to  
0 2 -0 3

Pro b ate 55,73 8 55,4 78 56 ,2 0 6 -0 .5% 1.3 % 0 .8 %

Guard ianship 8 ,2 6 0 8 ,52 0 8 ,12 8 3 .1% -4 .6 % -1.6 %

Trus t 1,0 4 0 8 71 1,0 4 9 -16 .3 % 2 0 .4 % 0 .9 %

Baker Act 2 0 ,8 4 0 2 1,78 4 2 3 ,9 3 0 4 .5% 9 .9 % 14 .8 %

Sub s tance Ab use 4 ,6 78 5,2 8 4 6 ,8 9 9 13 .0 % 3 0 .6 % 4 7.5%

Other So cial 4 ,4 6 4 4 ,775 5,52 4 7.0 % 15.7% 2 3 .7%

To tal Pro b ate 9 5,0 2 0 9 6 ,712 10 1,73 6 1.8 % 5.2 % 7.1%

CIRCUIT PRO BATE FILINGS                            
Fiscal Years 2000-01, 2001-02 and 2002-03

Ta b l e  2

A l t h o u g h  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  c a s e s  i n  p r o b a t e
a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  i n c r e a s e  i n
f i l i ngs  ove r  t he  l a s t  t h ree  yea r s ,  Bake r  Ac t
ca se s  have  g rown  the  mos t  i n  r ea l  t e rms ,
inc reas ing  by  ove r  3 ,000  cases  i n  t h ree  yea r s .

Civ i l  t ra f f ic  inf rac t ion  f i l ings ,  which  have
inc reased  by  97 .5% s t a t ewide  s ince  f i s ca l
year  2000-01 ,  have  dr iven  the  g rowth .

Due  to  a  r e f inemen t  in  me thodo logy
used  to  ca lcu la te  t r a f f i c  in f rac t ions ,  OSCA
s ta f f  have  deve loped  a  more  accu ra t e
fo rmula  fo r  de te rmin ing  the  p ropor t ion  o f
t r a f f i c  i n f r ac t i on  ca se s  b rough t  be fo re  a
judge  o r  hea r ing  o f f i ce r  compared  to  t hose
d i s p o s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  f i n e s .
The  new  me thodo logy  ha s  a l l owed  coun t i e s
t o  b e  c r e d i t e d  f o r  t h o s e  c a s e s  t h a t  a r e
b e i n g  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e i r  c o u r t s .   T h u s ,
th i s  r e f inemen t  has ,  a long  wi th  na tu ra l
g rowth ,  r e su l t ed  in  t he  s ign i f i can t  i nc rease
in  the  f igures  s ince  f i sca l  year  2000-01 .

To rece ive  a  copy of  the  Stat i s t ica l  Reference  Guide  or to  access  other tr ia l  court  s tat i s t ics ,
contact  the Florida Off ice  of  the State  Courts  Administrator,  Court  Services  Unit  at

(850)  922-5094 or v is i t  our web s i te  at  www.f lcourts .org .


