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FOREWORD 
 
 
Nearly two decades ago, the Florida State Legislature began exploring viable alternatives for resolving of 
civil disputes. In 1988, state legislators gave civil trial judges the authority to refer civil cases to mediation or 
arbitration. Judges could either refer any, all, or none of their cases. However, they were to adhere to all 
rules and procedures set forth by the Supreme Court.  Since that transforming event in the history of 
Florida’s Courts, the Dispute Resolution Center (DRC) has sought to capture and report these court-
connected activities.  
 
This year marks the 19th edition of the DRC’s annual publication of Florida’s Mediation & Arbitration 
Programs: A Compendium. This edition is the result of the entire DRC staff assisting in the gathering and 
sharing of information related to mediation and arbitration programs across the state. A special thanks is 
extended to the following staff members: Ramon Waters, data technician, who designed the Compendium 
Surveys; Kimberly Kosch, court operations consultant and Sharon Press, Director of the Dispute Resolution 
Center, for remaining calm and patient while providing guidance and direction in the synthesizing of the 
data for this edition of the Compendium.  
 
The Compendium functions as a user friendly resource for judges, court administrators, mediators, 
arbitrators, attorneys, educators and anyone who wishes to learn more about Florida’s court-related dispute 
resolution process.  The information and data collection displayed in the Compendium provides a 
panoramic view of the uniqueness of each of more than 100 mediation and arbitration programs across the 
state.   
 
The Compendium is also a resource that provides information on the various boards and committees 
created by the Supreme Court. For instance, the Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Rules 
& Policy, and the Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee (MEAC) were established to govern and guide 
practitioners in the area of dispute resolution. 
 
The Compendium exhibits the commitment of Florida’s leaders to better serve its citizenry by providing 
court-connected alternatives for the resolving of disputes. It also reflects the hard work and dedication of 
Florida’s many civic-minded citizens and public servants.  The Dispute Resolution Center commends all 
that have contributed to or assisted others in finding peaceful alternatives to conflict resolution in Florida. 
 

Earnestine Reshard 
Dispute Resolution Center 
June 2007 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Over the past 30 years, the Florida State Court System’s dedication to alternative dispute resolution (ADR) 
and offering litigants court-connected opportunities to resolve their disputes without judicial intervention has 
resulted in one of the most comprehensive court-connected mediation programs in the country.  The first 
citizen dispute settlement (CDS) centers were created in the 1970's to address community and neighbor 
disputes.  In the mid 1980's, the Florida Legislature created a study commission on the use of alternative 
dispute resolution in Florida’s courts.  The Dispute Resolution Center (DRC) was also created during the 
mid 1980’s to provide assistance to the courts in developing ADR programs and to conduct education and 
research on ADR in general.  On January 1, 1988, comprehensive revisions to Chapter 44, Florida 
Statutes, entitled “Mediation Alternatives to Judicial Action,” was implemented.  This legislation granted civil 
trial judges the statutory authority to refer cases to mediation or arbitration, subject to rules and procedures 
established by the Supreme Court of Florida.  Since then, the statute has been revised several times and 
procedural rules, ethical standards, grievance procedures, training standards, and continuing education 
requirements for mediators have been implemented. 

The Florida State Court System consists of 20 judicial circuits that comprise Florida’s 67 counties.  Prior to 
July 2004, ADR programs in Florida were funded by the counties.  This resulted in great variations of ADR 
service across the state.  Generally, single county circuits provided litigants with access to a wide variety of 
ADR programs.  In multi-county circuits, ADR services were offered in some, but not all of the counties.  
Due to a constitutional amendment implemented on July 1, 2004, the funding for the state court system 
became the responsibility of the state.  The goal is for litigants to have access to “essential” services 
regardless of where they live in the state.  Included among those “essential” services, are some aspects of 
court-connected mediation and arbitration.  This goal has not been fully realized yet for ADR services, 
because there has not yet been full funding for implementation.  Beginning with this Compendium, we are 
now reporting statistics on a fiscal year (FY 05-06) basis rather than a calendar. 
 
In FY 2005-06 statistics were reported from the following ADR programs: 

♦ 8 Citizen Dispute Settlement Centers (CDS) Programs 
♦ 50 County Mediation Programs 
♦ 56 Family Mediation Programs 
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♦ 10 Circuit Civil Mediation Programs 
♦ 47 Dependency Mediation Programs 
♦ 1 Appellate Mediation Program 
♦ 4 Non-Binding Arbitration Programs 

The Supreme Court of Florida, through the DRC, offers certification of court-connected mediators for 
county, family, circuit and dependency.  Certified mediators may receive appointments from the court when 
the litigants are unable to select their own mediator.  Certified mediators and those who mediate court-
ordered cases are bound by the ethical standards in the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed 
Mediators.  Mediators renew their certification every two years and must complete 16 hours of continuing 
mediator education applicable to each area of certification.  The Supreme Court does not certify arbitrators; 
however, court-appointed arbitrators are bound by the Florida Rules for Court-Appointed Arbitrators. 

As of May of 2007,  

♦ There were 5,241 individuals certified as mediators in one, or a combination of, the following areas: 

 3,140 certified county mediators 
 1,821 certified family mediators 
 2,304 certified circuit mediators 
 171 certified dependency mediators 

♦ There was no statewide certification of appellate mediators. 

In an effort to keep pace with this rapidly evolving field, the Supreme Court of Florida has created four 
standing ADR committees/boards.  All of the following committees/boards are staffed by the DRC: 

♦ The Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules & Policy is charged with monitoring and 
making recommendations to improve and expand the use of court-connected ADR through the 
adoption of statutes, rules, policies, and procedures; 

♦ The Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee (MEAC) issues advisory ethics opinions to certified and 
court-appointed mediators; 

♦ The Mediator Qualifications Board (MQB) is responsible for hearing grievances filed against 
certified mediators and reviewing mediator “good moral character” issues;  

♦ The Mediation Training Review Board (MTRB) reviews complaints against certified mediation 
training programs and training program principals. 
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While this Compendium provides an overview of state court-connected civil mediation and arbitration 
programs, there are a variety of ADR programs operating successfully throughout the state which are 
beyond the scope of this publication, including many successful mediation programs through the executive 
branch agencies. 

Sharon Press, Director 
Dispute Resolution Center 
June 2007 
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CHIEF JUDGES OF FLORIDA’S TRIAL COURTS 
 

 
1st Judicial Circuit 
Judge Kim A. Skievaski 
190 Governmental Center, 5th Floor 
Pensacola, FL 32501   
(850) 595-4456 
fax (850) 595-4458 
 

7th Judicial Circuit 
Judge William A. Parsons 
251 North Ridgewood Avenue 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
(386) 239-7790 
fax (386) 239-7882 

2nd Judicial Circuit 
Judge Charles A. Francis 
301 South Monroe Street 
Room 365-A 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 577-4306 
fax (850) 922-0327 
 

8th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Frederick D. Smith 
201 East University Avenue 
Room 409 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 374-3652 
fax (352) 374-5238 
 

3rd Judicial Circuit 
Judge Julian E. Collins 
POB 2077 
Lake City, FL 32056 
(386) 719-7546 
fax (386) 719-7547 
 

9th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Belvin Perry, Jr.  
425 North Orange Avenue 
Orlando, FL 32801 
(407) 836-2008 
fax (407) 836-2006 
 

4th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Donald R. Moran, Jr. 
330 East Bay Street, Room 220 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
(904) 630-2541 
fax (904) 630-2477 

10th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Ronald A. Herring 
POB 9000, Drawer J-110 
Bartow, FL 33831 
(863) 534-4650 
fax (863) 534-4699 
 

5th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Victor J. Musleh 
110 NW First Avenue, Room 4030 
Ocala, FL 34475 
(352) 401-6770 
fax (352) 401-6789 

11th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Joseph P. Farina 
73 West Flagler Street, Room 511 
Miami, FL 33130 
(305) 349-7054 
fax (305) 349-7059 
 

6th Judicial Circuit 
Judge David A. Demers 
545 First Avenue North, Room 400 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
(727) 582-7882 
fax (727) 582-7210 

12th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Robert B. Bennett, Jr.  
POB 48927 
Sarasota, FL 34230 
(941) 861-7942 
fax (941) 861-7913 
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13th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Manuel Menendez, Jr.  
419 East Pierce Street, Room 214F 
Tampa, FL 33602 
(813) 272-5022 
fax (813) 272-5522 
 

19th Judicial Circuit 
Judge William Roby 
218 South Second Street, Room 320 
Fort Pierce, FL 34950 
(772) 871-7252 
fax (772) 871-7253 
 

14th Judicial Circuit 
Judge  William L. Wright 
POB 976 
Marianna, FL 32447 
(850) 482-9078  
fax (850) 482-9123 

20th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Hugh D. Hayes 
3301 Tamiami Trail East, Building L 
Naples, FL 34112 
(239) 774-8116 
fax (239) 774-3184 
 

15th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Kathleen J. Kroll 
205 North Dixie Highway 
Room 5.2500 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
(561) 355-4378 
fax (561) 355-1652 
 

 

16th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Richard G. Payne 
502 Whitehead Street, 4th Floor  
Key West, FL 33040 
(305) 292-3433 
fax (305) 295-3611 
 

 

17th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Victor Tobin 
201 SE Sixth Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
(954) 831-6332 
 

 

18th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Tonya B. Rainwater 
2825 Fran Jamieson Way 
Viera, FL 32940 
(321) 617-7283  
fax (321) 617-7291 
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TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATORS 
 
 

1st Judicial Circuit 
Robin Wright 
190 Governmental Center, 5th Floor 
Pensacola, FL  32501 
850-595-4400   fax 850- 595-0360 
robin.wright@flcourts1.gov 

 

7th Judicial Circuit 
Mark Weinberg 
125 East Orange Avenue, Suite 200 
Daytona Beach, FL  32114 
386-257-6097 fax 386-257-6094 
mweinberg@circuit7.org 

2nd Judicial Circuit 
Grant Slayden 
301 South Monroe Street, Room 315 
Tallahassee, FL  32301 
850-577-4420 fax  850-487-7947 
slaydeng@mail.co.leon.fl.us 
 

8th Judicial Circuit 
Ted McFetridge 
201 East University Avenue, Room 410 
Gainesville, FL  32601 
352-374-3652 fax  352-374-5238 
hem@circuit8.org 

3rd Judicial Circuit 
Barbara Ceryak (Interim) 
POB 1569 
Lake City, FL 32056 
386-758-2163 fax  386-758-2162 
ceryak.barbara@jud3.flcourts.org 
 

9th Judicial Circuit 
Matthew Benefiel 
425 North Orange Avenue, Suite 2130 
Orlando, FL  32801 
407-836-2050 fax  407-836-2299 
ctadmb1@ocnjcc.org 

4th Judicial Circuit 
H. Britt Beasley 
330 East Bay Street, Room 220 
Jacksonville, FL  32202 
904-630-1693 fax  904-630-8363 
bbeasley@coj.net 
 

10th Judicial Circuit 
Nick Sudzina 
POB 9000, Drawer J-102 
Bartow, FL  33831-9000 
863-534-4690 fax  863-534-4699 
nsudzina@jud10.flcourts.org 

5th Judicial Circuit 
David M. Trammell 
110 NW First Avenue 
Ocala, FL  34475 
352-401-6701 fax  352-401-7883 
dtrammell@circuit5.org 
 

11th Judicial Circuit 
Ruben Carrerou 
73 West Flagler Street, Room 911 
Miami, FL  33130 
305-349-7001 fax  305-349-7003 
rcarrerou@jud11.flcourts.org 

6th Judicial Circuit 
Gay Inskeep 
501 First Avenue North, Room 645 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701 
727-582-7477 fax 727-582-7479 
ginskeep@jud6.org 
  

12th Judicial Circuit 
Walt Smith 
POB 48927 
Sarasota, FL  34230 
941-861-7800 fax  941-861-7904 
wfsmith@scgov.net 
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13th Judicial Circuit 
Mike Bridenback 
800 E. Twiggs Street, Room 604 
Tampa, FL  33602 
813-272-5894 fax   813-301-3800 
bridenml@fljud13.org 
 

19th Judicial Circuit 
Tom Genung 
218 South Second Street, Room 229 
Fort Pierce, FL  34950 
772-807-4370 fax  772-807-4377 
genungt@stlucieco.gov 

14th Judicial Circuit 
Jennifer Dyer Wells 
POB 1089 
Panama City, FL  32402 
850-482-9078 fax   850-482-9123 
wellsj@jud14.flcourts.org 
 

20th Judicial Circuit 
Richard Callanan 
1700 Monroe Street, Suite 1213  
Fort Myers, FL  33901 
239-533-1711 fax   239-533-1701 
rcallanan@ca.cjis20.org 

15th Judicial Circuit 
Barbara Dawicki 
205 North Dixie Highway, Room 5.2500 
West Palm Beach, FL  33401 
561-355-4495 fax  561-355-6711 
bdawicki@co.palm-beach.fl.us 
 

 

16th Judicial Circuit 
Mary Vanden Brook 
502 Whitehead Street 
Key West, FL  33040 
305-292-3423 fax  305-292-3435 
mary.vandenbrook@keyscourts.net 
 

 

17th Judicial Circuit 
Carol Ortman 
201 SE Sixth Street, Room 880 
Fort Lauderdale, FL  33301 
954-831-7740 fax  954-831-5572 
cortman@17th.flcourts.org 
 

 

18th Judicial Circuit 
Mark Van Bever 
2825 Judge Fran Jamieson Way 
Viera, FL  32940 
321-633-2171 fax  321-633-2172 
mark.vanbever@flcourts18.org 

 

 

mailto:bridenml@fljud13.org�
mailto:wellsj@jud14.flcourts.org�
mailto:doats@co.palm-beach.fl.us�
mailto:mary.vandenbrook@keyscourts.net�
mailto:cortman@17th.flcourts.org�
mailto:mark.vanbever@flcourts18.org�
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SUPREME COURT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ALTERNATIVE 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION RULES AND POLICY 
 
 
 

Supreme Court Standing Committee on 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules & Policy 

 
The Supreme Court of Florida Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules and Policy is charged 
with the following tasks: 

 
1. Monitor court rules governing ADR and recommend necessary amendments. 

2. Monitor legislation and trends in the field and when necessary and appropriate recommend 
rules regarding the implementation of ADR procedures. 

3. Recommend for consideration changes in the administrative policies, statues and training 
standards that would enhance the goals of ADR. 

4. Assess and develop, if appropriate, recommendations for rules, procedures and model 
practices to govern the appropriate use of mediation in criminal and juvenile delinquency. 

5. Assess how the courts are handling mediation cases, including where domestic violence is 
present, and develop recommendations for model practices for handling cases, as 
appropriate. 

6. Review requests from individuals seeking waivers of qualification required for arbitrators and 
mediators or reviews of denial of certification and make recommendation for or against 
certification to the Supreme Court. 

7. Monitor continuing education, mentorship and basic mediation and arbitration training 
requirements and recommend revisions as appropriate. 

8. Coordinate with other court committees to further the ADR goals of the Supreme Court. 

9. Make such other recommendations that would improve the use of mediation, arbitration and 
other alternatives to supplement the judicial process. 

10. Perform such other assignments related to ADR as may be directed by the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court.   

The Committee is chaired by The Honorable Shawn L. Briese, Circuit Judge, Seventh Judicial Circuit.  During 
Fiscal Year 2005-2006, the Committee worked on projects related to mediator qualifications, senior judges 
serving as mediators, mediator advertising, arbitration, domestic violence, and ADR Systems.   
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ADR RULES & POLICY COMMITTEE  
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

 
The Honorable Shawn Briese, Chair 
125 East Orange Avenue, Room 310 
Daytona Beach, FL  321148 
(386) 257-6090   fax (386) 248-8145 
 
The Honorable Thomas Bateman 
301 South Monroe Street, Room 365-C 
Tallahassee, FL  32301-1853 
(850) 577-4315   fax (850) 922-0327 
 
Michael Bridenback 
800 East Twiggs Street, Room 604 
Tampa, FL 33602 
(813) 272-5894   fax (813) 272-5522 
bridenml@fljud13.org 
 
The Honorable Theotis Bronson 
425 North Orange Avenue, Suite 1125 
Orlando, FL  32801 
(407) 836-2229   fax (407) 835-5153 
 
The Honorable Burton Conner 
213 Courthouse Addition 
218 South 2nd Street 
Fort Pierce, FL 34950 
(772) 462-2545   fax (772) 462-2546 
 
Robin Davis 
Alachua County Courthouse 
201 East University Avenue, Room 303 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 491-4417   fax (352) 381-0109 
rkd@circuit8.org 
 
The Honorable Robert Doyel 
POB 9000, Drawer J119 
Bartow, FL  33831 
(863) 534-4668   fax (863) 534-7783 
 

Gregory Firestone 
USF Conflict Resolution Collaborative 
12901 Bruce B Downs Blvd MDC 46 
Tampa, FL  33618 
(813) 974-9103   fax  (813) 974-0816 
firestoneg@aol.com 
 
Perry Itkin 
2200 NE 33rd Avenue, Suite 8G 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305 
(954) 567-9746   fax (954) 567-9746 
perryitkin@mediationtrainingcenter.com 
 
Melanie Jacobson 
POB 1630 
Boca Raton, FL 33429 
561-330-7997   fax (561) 278-7281 
mcjmcs@bellsouth.net 
 
The Honorable Wilfredo Martinez 
425 North Orange Avenue Suite 840   
Orlando, FL 32801 
(407) 836-0521   fax (407) 836-0492 
 
Lisa McBride 
3424 Old St. Augustine Road #13 
Tallahassee, FL 32311 
(850) 201-8331   fax  (850) 201-8332 
mcbridel@tcc.fl.edu 
 
The Honorable William Palmer 
300 South Beach Street 
Daytona Beach, FL  32114 
(386) 255-8600   fax (386) 947-1562 
 
Kathy Reuter 
425 North Orange Avenue, Room 120 
Orlando, FL 32801 
407) 836-2004   fax (407) 836-2367 
ctadkr1@ocnjcc.org 
 

mailto:bridenml@fljud13.org�
mailto:rkd@circuit8.org�
mailto:perryitkin@mediationtrainingcenter.com�
mailto:mcjmcs@bellsouth.net�
mailto:mcbridel@tcc.fl.edu�
mailto:ctadkr1@ocnjcc.org�
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The Honorable Ronald Rothschild 
201 SE Sixth Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
(954) 831-7795   fax (954) 831-8873 
 
Melvin Rubin 
111 Majorca Avenue, Suite A 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
(305) 446-4630   fax (305) 446-4978 
melrubin@aol.com 
 
Meah Tell 
11081 NW 12th Drive 
Coral Springs, FL 33071 
(954) 733-5000   fax (954) 733-2320   
meahtell@aol.com 
 

 

The Honorable Lynn Tepper 
38053 Live Oak Avenue, Room 106-B 
Dade City, FL 33523 
(352) 521-4370   fax (352) 521-4107 
 

 

Lawrence Watson  
1060 Maitland Center Commons Blvd., Suite. 440 
Maitland, FL 32751 
(407) 661-1123   fax (407) 661-5743 
lwats@uww-adr.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:melrubin@aol.com�
mailto:meahtell@aol.com�
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MEDIATOR ETHICS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 

The Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee (MEAC) is a nine member committee chaired by Professor Fran 
Tetunic of Nova Southeastern University’s College of Law. The MEAC’s function is to provide written 
advisory ethics opinions to certified mediators concerning interpretations of the mediator standards of 
conduct found in the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators. 

The MEAC has issued 103 ethical opinions since its inception in 1994.  In 2005, the MEAC issued seven 
opinions in response to various topics of concern. Listed below are a few of the inquiries that were 
addressed by the committee: 

1. MEAC 2006-007 
 
Scenario: In XXX county, small claims mediation is conducted in the courthouse at the time of 
the pre-trial conference.  Parties A & B were referred by the judge to mediation. When the 
mediator and the parties reached the doorway of the mediation room, the mediator inquired of 
the four people following, who they were. The parties each identified themselves and 
introduced the non-party family member they brought with them to the mediation. Upon the 
introduction, the mediator replied “I only mediate with the named parties so the no-parties [he 
referred to them by name] will need to wait outside.” Both parties objected to their non-parties 
being “left outside” the mediation room and neither party offered an objection as to the other 
parties’ non-party coming into the mediation room. The mediator replied to their objections by 
stating that “mediation is confidential so they [non parties] are not allowed in the mediation 
room, however, if at any time you need to come outside and talk with them, you can do so.” To 
this reply, the parties appeared somewhat more at ease and entered the mediation room. 
 

Question A:  Is it permissible for a mediator to dictate, over the parties objections, who 
attends mediation? 

 
Question B:   Is it appropriate for the mediator to instruct non-parties they can not  
   participate in mediation because the mediation is confidential? 
 
Question C:  Is it a violation of confidentiality for a mediator to direct a party or parties that 

s/he can discuss mediation communications with someone who does not 
attend the mediation without consent of all parties? 

 
2. MEAC 2006-008 
 

Question A:  May a mediator in his/her report, pursuant to Fla. R. Civ. P. 1. 730 or Fla. 
Fam L. R. P. 12.740 state that a party and/or counsel failed to attend mediation? 
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Question B:  There are times, especially in family mediation, where one party, at the 
commencement of mediation informs the mediator that he or she will not pay for his or her 
share of the mediation, fee, believing that the opposing side should be responsible. This 
may occur, even though there is a court order stating otherwise, and prior financial 
arrangements have been made. May a mediator in his/her report, pursuant to Fla. R. Civ. 
P. 1. 730 or Fla. Fam. L.R.P 12.740 state that although a party and counsel attend a 
mediation session, he/she failed to make arrangements for payment for mediation? 
 

The ethical opinions are published for the benefit of all mediators in the Dispute Resolution Center’s 
newsletter The Resolution Report and at web site at www.flcourts.org (select Alternative Dispute Resolution 
to access the ADR Index). 
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MEDIATOR ETHICS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

 
 

Fran Tetunic, Chair 
3305 College Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 
(954) 262-6139   fax (954) 262-3927 
tetunicf@nsu.law.nova.edu 

Jim Ramminger 
190 Governmental Ctr., Rm. 36011 
Pensacola, FL 32502 
(850) 595-4415   fax 850-595-3246 
jim.ramminger@flcourts1.gov 

Deborah Day 
2737 West Fairbanks Avenue 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
(407) 740-6838   fax (407) 740-0902  
dday234@aol.com 
 

 
Louis Ray, Jr. 
POB 591 
Pensacola, FL 32593-0591 
(850) 433-5501   fax (850) 434-2344 
lourayjr@gmail.com 

Danni Hoefling 
9182 SE El Dorado Way 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
(561) 355-6298   fax  (561) 355-2159 
dhoeflin@co.palm-beach.fl.us 
 

 
Elena Rodriguez 
10420 SW 140 Road 
Miami, FL 33176 
(305) 238-7861   fax (305) 256-8157 
drmegr@bellsouth.net 

John Paul Jones 
POB 7370 
St. Petersburg, FL 33734 
(727) 898-7788  fax (727) 823-8631  
johnpaul@jpjgroup.com 
 

 
Christopher Shulman 
2711 West Busch Boulevard, Suite 208 
Tampa, FL 33618 
(813) 935-9922   fax (813) 935-9933 
cshulman@adrservices.biz 

Gerald Lewis 
245 East Virginia Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32301 
(850) 222-6580   fax (850) 224-6270 
dunster55@aol.com 
 

 

 
 

mailto:johnpaul@jpjgroup.com�
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MEDIATOR QUALIFICATION BOARD 
 
 
The Mediator Qualification Board (MQB) was created in 1992 as the disciplinary body to enforce the Rules 
for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators. The board hears grievances which have been filed against 
certified and court-appointed mediators. The board is comprised of three divisions: Northern, Central and 
Southern. Each division has between 17 members: three county or circuit judges; three certified county 
mediators; three certified family mediators; three certified circuit mediators, two certified dependency 
mediators, and three Florida Bar members who are neither mediators nor judicial officials during their term 
of service on the board. 

A total of 101 mediator grievances have been filed with the MQB since the adoption of the Rules for 
Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators in 1992. The Northern Division has received 20 cases, the Central 
Division has received 46 cases and the Southern Division has received 35 cases. Twelve cases were filed 
during 2006. 

With the Supreme Court having expanded the MQB functions to include review of “good moral character” 
issues in April 2000; a Qualification Complaint Committee was established. A member from each division is 
selected annually to serve on this Committee. This group has reviewed approximately 104 cases; sixteen of 
which were filed during FY 2005-06. 
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Mediator Qualifications Board,  
Northern Division Membership Directory 

 
 

The Honorable Thomas Bateman  
365-C Leon County Courthouse 
301 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1853 
(850) 577-4315   fax (850) 922-0327 
 
Edward Birk 
1200 Riverplace Blvd., Suite 800 
Jacksonville, FL 32207-1805 
(904) 398-0900   fax (904) 399-8440  
ebirk@marksgray.com 
 
Carolyn Davis Cummings 
462 West Brevard Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 224-3730   fax (850) 224-2202 
cdcummings@earthlink.net 
 
Joe Fernandez 
6 Handolin Lane 
Shalimar, FL 32579 
(850) 609-1511   fax (850) 609-7912 
joefwb@earthlink.net  
 
Julie Hilton 
11127 Front Beach Road 
POB 18049 
Panama City, FL 32417 
(850) 230-4043   fax (850) 230-4085 
julie.hilton@paradisefound.com 
 
The Honorable June C. McKinney 
Department of Administrative Hearings 
1230 Apalachee Parkway 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3060 
(850) 488-9675 
junemesq@g.mail.com 
 

Ross McVoy 
106 East College Avenue, Suite 1200 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 222-3471   fax (850) 222-8628 
rmcvoy@akerman.com 
 
Carlotta Mitchell 
4321 Cool Emerald Drive 
Tallahassee, FL  32303 
(850) 412-7272  
 
Chrystie Newell 
1797 Ox Bottom Road 
Tallahassee, FL  32312 
(850) 668-3699  
catn@comcast.net 
 
Mark Palmquist  
3211 Tallavana Trail 
Havana, FL 32333 
(850) 539-5853   fax (850) 539-5853 
carmar1@bellsouth.net 
 
Christopher Patterson 
335 Magnolia Avenue 
Panama City,  FL 32401 
(850) 872-0226   fax (850) 784-2877 
pattersonlaw@knology.net 
 
Carmela Porter 
118 West Cervantes Street 
Pensacola, FL 32501 
(850) 435-7587   fax (850) 435-9293 
mplus@cox.net 
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Risette Posey 
POB 10435 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 
(850) 645-0310 
risette.posey@fsu.edu 
 
Jeffrey Savlov 
109 West Fourth Avenue 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 222-3886   fax (850) 222-1732 
jeff@flaeminentdomain.com 

The Honorable William F. Stone 
101 James Lee Blvd. E, Suite 204 
Crestview, FL  32536 
(850) 689-5735   fax (850) 689-5749 
 
Bruce Talcott 
POB 5994 
Jacksonville, FL 32247 
(904) 398-5322   fax (904) 398-5323 
brucetalcott@hotmail.com 

 
The Honorable Elijah Smiley  
Jackson County Courthouse 
POB 400 
Marianna, FL 32447-0400 
(850) 482-9659   fax (850) 482-9123 
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MEDIATOR QUALIFICATIONS BOARD 
CENTRAL DIVISION MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

 
 

Heather Blanton 
POB 48927 
Sarasota, FL  34230 
(941) 861-7833   fax (941) 363-7917 
hblanton@jud12.flcourts.org 
 
The Honorable Shawn Briese  
125 East Orange Avenue, Room 310 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
(386) 257-6090   fax (386) 248-8146 
mbeauchene@circuit7.org 
 
The Honorable Theotis Bronson  
Orange County Courthouse, Suite 1125 
425 North Orange Avenue 
Orlando, FL 32801 
(407) 836-2229   fax (407) 836-0451 
 
Stephanie (Stevie) Buck 
714 Jefferson Avenue 
Lakeland, FL  33801 
(863) 683-2216 
sbuck@jud10.flcourts.org 
 
Judy Carroll  
Volusia County Mediation Services 
Holly Hill, FL 32117 
(386) 239-6504   fax (386) 239-6507 
vcmediation3@msn.com 
 
Marva Carter 
1802 Windemere Down Place 
Windemere, FL  34786 
(407) 522-9416   fax (407) 298-1139 
cartermh@bellsouth.net 
 
C. Welborn Daniel 
1805 Tweed Court 
Leesburg, FL 34788  
(352) 343-5250   fax (888) 321-3162 
cwd551@yahoo.com 

Bill L. Ditto 
1613 Cardinal Road 
Orlando, FL  32803 
(407) 895-1235   fax (407) 895-6515 
billditto@aol.com 
 
The Honorable Dee Anna Farnell  
14250 49th Street North, Chamber 3 
Clearwater, FL  33762 
(727) 464-7350   fax (727) 464-6744 
jmiele@jud6.org 
 
William Gottfried 
1435 Gulf to Bay Blvd Suite C 
Clearwater, FL  33755  
(727) 462-5592   fax (727) 462-5593 
wgfirm@aol.com 
 
Eileen Griffin 
1430 Oakfield Drive 
Brandon, FL  33511 
(813) 681-2612   fax (813) 684-6660 
 
J. David Hunt 
532 Cascade Circle, Apt. 104 
Casselberry, FL  32707 
(407) 339-4723 
jlample@juno.com 
 
Kim Mann 
415 North Orange Avenue 
POB 1673 
Orlando, FL  32802 
(407) 836-1224    
kmann@sao9.org 
 
Paul McGuire 
800 East Twiggs Street  Room 208 
Tampa, FL  33602 
(813) 272-6091   fax (813) 272-5887 
mcguirkp@fljud13.org 
 

mailto:mbeauchene@circuit7.org�
mailto:sbuck@jud10.flcourts.org�
mailto:vcmediation3@msn.com�
mailto:cartermh@bellsouth.net�
mailto:billditto@aol.com�
mailto:jmiele@jud6.org�
mailto:wgfirm@aol.com�
mailto:jlample@juno.com�
mailto:kmann@sao9.org�
mailto:mcguirkp@fljud13.org�


 

Compendium 2005-06  19th Edition 16 ADR Boards & Committees 

 
Carmen Stein 
221-A Pauls Drive 
Brandon, FL 33511 
(813) 685-2221-Brandon  
(813) 917-5533-Tampa   fax (813) 681-2208 
carmenlmhc@aol.com 
 

 

Ana E. Tangel-Rodriguez 
222 Weber Street 
Orlando, FL 32803 
(407) 849-1133   fax (407) 843-8363 
tralawfirm@aol.com 
 
James O. Williams 
POB 2275 
Brandon, FL 33509 
(813) 655-1801   fax (813) 655-1901 
jocjw@aol.com 
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MEDIATOR QUALIFICATIONS BOARD 
SOUTHERN DIVISION MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

 
 

Allan Jay Atlas 
3191 Coral Way, PH 200 
Miami, FL 33145 
(305) 374-6762   fax (305) 374-7279 
ajalaw@aol.com 

Janice Fleischer 
6619 South Dixie Highway,  Suite 210 
Miami, FL  33143 
(786) 268-2596   fax (305) 740-6748 
janice@flashresolutions.com 
 

The Honorable Lauren L. Brodie 
3301 Tamiami Trail East 
Naples, FL  34112 
(239) 774-8909 / (239) 774-8187 
jsheets@ca.cjis.20.org 
 
Hewitt Bruce 
7923 Pine Tree Lane 
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
(561) 582-6666 
hewittbruce@bellsouth.net 
 
Sonia Caplan  
7446 Bondsberry Court 
Boca Raton, FL  33434 
(561) 483-6555   fax (561) 483-8725 
soniasettles@aol.com 
 
Anthony Diequez 
7950 NW 155th Street, Suite 207 
Miami, FL  33016 
(305) 556-4106   fax (305) 362-3902 
Anthony@adpalaw.com 
 
Susan Dubow 
2129 Saint Andrews Blvd., Suite 112 
Boca Raton, FL  33433 
(561) 241-0413 
susan@mediationtraininggroup.com 
 
Gary  Feder 
POB 24-9177 
Coral Gables, FL 33124 
(350) 667-7100 
 

Michael Kamen 
1601 Belvedere Road, Suite 402 South 
West Palm Beach, FL  33406 
(561) 687-8500   fax (561) 687-7892 
mak4law@aol.com 
doreeceharp@bellsouth.net 
 
The Honorable Janis Keyser  
205 North Dixie Highway, Room 6.1203  
West Palm Beach, FL  33401 
(561) 355-1915 
 
The Honorable Elizabeth Krier  
3301 Tamiami Trail East 
Naples, FL  34112 
(239) 774-8800 
 
Linda Levrey 
201 SE 6th Street 
4th Floor, Room 411 
Fort Lauderdale, FL  33301 
(954) 831-6070 
Mediator10@aol.com 
 
Valerie Kiffin Lewis 
4801 South University Drive, Suite 102 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33328 
(954) 252-3400  fax (954) 680-6191 
vklewislaw@aol.com 
 
Bill Moreno 
11270 SW 156th Ave 
Miami, FL 33196 
(561) 793-0696 
guillermomoreno@bellsouth.net 
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Elaine Rindner 
266 NW 93rd Avenue 
Coral Springs, FL 33071 
(954) 757-9222 
settleitnow@aol.com 
 

 

Lawrence A Saichek 
601 Brickell Key Drive, Suite 505 
Miami, FL 33131 
(305) 577-3902   fax (305) 577-0860 
laslaw18@aol.com 
 
Hal Wotitzky 
407 East Marion Avenue, Suite 103 
Punta Gorda, FL  33950 
(941) 575-9666 
hal@wotitzkymediation.com 
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MEDIATION TRAINING REVIEW BOARD 
 
 
The Mediation Training Board was created as a disciplinary body overseeing enforcement of the Mediation 
Training Standards and Procedures adopted by the Supreme Court of Florida. The Board was created in 
1996 by then Chief Justice Stephen H. Grimes. 

Gary Canner has served as chair of the board since its first organizational meeting in 1997. The 16-
member body is composed of: 

♦ four county and/or circuit judges; 
 

♦ three certified family mediators; 
 

♦ three certified circuit mediators; 
 

♦ three certified county mediators; and 
 

♦ three certified dependency mediators. 

The Board hears grievances filed against the Supreme Court of Florida certified mediation training 
programs and training program principals. There were 5 complaints filed with the Board FY 2005-06. 
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MEDIATION TRAINING REVIEW BOARD 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

 
 
Gary Canner, Chair 
25602 Maurepas Lane 
Leesburg, FL  34748 
(305) 714-1901   fax  714-1910 
garymed@aol.com 
 

Elinor Robin 
7618 Solimar Circle 
Boca Raton, FL  33433 
(561) 394-9226   fax (954) 415-5645 
elinorobin@aol.com 
 

Perry Itkin 
2200 NE 33rd Avenue, Suite 8-G 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305 
(954) 567-9746   fax (954) 524-7209 
perryitkin@mediationtrainingcenter.com 
 
Michelle Jernigan 
1060 Maitland Center Commons Blvd 
Suite 440 
Maitland, FL  32751 
(407) 661-1123   fax (407) 661-5743 
 
Vincent Lodato 
2901 West Busch Blvd, Suite 407 
Tampa, FL  33618 
(813) 936-0476 or (813) 936-0477 
fax (813) 936-0492 
lodatofamily@aol.com 
 
Joan Noble 
12707 Barrett Drive 
Tampa, FL  33624 
(813) 969-0571   fax (813) 272-5887 
jrnoble@flash.net 
 
Vivian Perez-Pollo 
73 West Flagler Street  Room 1801 
Miami, FL  33131 
(305) 349-7328   fax (305) 638-6155 
vp1961@aol.com 
 
 

The Honorable Lawrence Schwartz 
Eleventh Judicial Circuit 
1351 NW 12th Street, Room 215 
Miami, FL  33125 
(305) 548-5610   fax (305) 548-5610 
 
Fred Seamon 
1122 Seminole Drive 
Tallahassee, FL  32301 
(850) 386-3191   fax (850) 385-4501 
 
Meah Rothman Tell 
11081 NW 12th Drive 
Coral Springs, FL  33071 
(954) 733-5000   fax (954) 733-2320 
meahtell@aol.com 
 
The Honorable Margaret T. Waller 
12 South Vernon Avenue 
Kissimmee, FL  34741 
(407) 343-2499   fax (407) 343-2519 
 
Beverly Wood 
9123 Ridge Pine Trail 
Orlando, FL  32819 
(407) 876-4043   fax (407) 876-0185 
bawoodpc@aol.com 
 
Murray Zucker 
5091 Splendido Court # 1 
Boynton Beach, FL  33437 
(561) 740-2889 
Mur13@direcpath.net 
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CITIZEN DISPUTE SETTLEMENT INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Citizen Dispute Settlement (CDS) programs were first established in Florida during the 1970=s.  CDS 
Centers have typically been connected to the community through the support of the state attorneys= offices, 
the courts, local bar associations and local Boards of County Commissioners.  Referrals to CDS or 
Community Mediation programs come from a variety of sources including law enforcement agencies, state 
attorneys= offices, the courts, media advertisements or individuals. The parties do not have to file in court to 
bring a case to a CDS center.   
 
There is no requirement that parties be represented by counsel or that counsel be present at CDS 
mediation, and since the sessions are non-judicial and informal, most parties opt to attend without 
attorneys.  The typical mediation lasts between one and two hours in a single session and is provided free 
of charge to the parties.   
 
There are no formal educational or experiential requirements for CDS mediators and there is no statewide 
certification.  These mediators, who are generally volunteers, come from varied backgrounds.  Many CDS 
mediators have completed the 20 hours of training required for county court mediators.  Additionally, most 
program directors require new mediators to observe and co-mediate prior to handling cases on their own. 
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CITIZEN DISPUTE SETTLEMENT DIRECTORY 
 
 

7th Judicial Circuit 
 
Volusia County 
Judy Carroll, Executive Director 
101 Second Street, Suite. 7 
Holly Hill, FL 32117 
386-239-6504   fax 386-239-6507 
vcmediation3@msn.com 
 
9th Judicial Circuit 
 
Orange County 
Brant Bitner 
880 Orange Avenue 
Orlando, FL 32801 
407-423-4732 or 407-422-4551 
fax 407-843-3470  
brantb@ocbanet.org 
 
12th Judicial Circuit 
 
Desoto & Sarasota County 
Ann Olson, ADR Director 
POB 48927 
Sarasota, FL 34230 
941-861-7833 or 941-861-4813 
fax 941-861-7917 
aolson@scgov.net 
 
Manatee County 
Ann Olson, ADR Director 
POB 1000 
Bradenton, FL 34206 
941-742-5961 or 941-861-4813 
fax 941-861-7917 
aolson@scgov.net 
 
 

 

13th Judicial Circuit 
 
Hillsborough County-Tampa 
Paul McGuire, ADR Director 
800 E. Twiggs Street, Room 208 
Tampa, FL 33602 
813-272-5644   fax 813-301-3707 
mcguirkp@fljud13.org 
 
Hillsborough County- 
South Shore Community Justice Center 
Paul McGuire, ADR Director 
410 Thirtieth Street, Suite 110 
Ruskin, FL 33570 
813-672-7442   fax 813-672-7443 
mcguirkp@fljud13.org 
 
17th Judicial Circuit 
 
Broward County 
W. Ernie Riland, ADR Director 
201 Southeast 6th Street, Room 565 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
954-831-7752   fax 954-831-6079 
eriland@17th.flcourts.org 
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*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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Citizen Dispute Settlement  
Caseload, Case Types, Personnel and Mediator Compensation 

Fiscal Year 2005-2006 
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Type Cases % 
Mediator 

Compensation 
Animal Control 20 
Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 20 
Contract 10 
Landlord/Tenant  10 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 

7th Volusia County Seat: 
Deland 247 226 176 V 25 

Property Damage 20 

$0  

9th Orange  County Seat: 
Orlando 593 91 60 V 53 Not Available $0  

Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 20 
Contract 10 
Employee/Employee 10 
Juvenile 3 
Landlord/Tenant  21 
Minor Criminal 1 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 
Nuisance 5 
Property Damage 5 
Recovery Money/Property 5 
Worthless Checks 5 

Manatee  County Seat: 
Bradenton 207 83 65 V 52 

Repeat Violence 5 

$0  

Animal Control 5 
Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 25 
Contract 15 
Employee/Employee 10 
Juvenile 5 
Landlord/Tenant  15 
Minor Criminal 5 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 
Nuisance 1 
Property Damage 1 
Recovery Money/Property 1 
Worthless Checks 1 

Sarasota County Seat: 
Sarasota 417 161 132 V 52 

Repeat Violence 1 

$0  

12th 
 

Desoto County's Data is included in Sarasota's information 
 



 

*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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Citizen Dispute Settlement  
Caseload, Case Types, Personnel and Mediator Compensation 

Fiscal Year 2005-2006 
                    

Ci
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it 
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No
. o

f M
ed

iat
or

s 

Type Cases % 
Mediator 

Compensation 
Auto Repair 1 
Consumer Cases 6 
Contract 2 
Employee/Employee 6 
Landlord/Tenant  5 
Neighborhood Dispute 12 
Nuisance 3 
Recovery Money/Property 44 
Worthless Checks 16 

Hillsborough County Seat: 
Tampa 574 76 50 C 14 

Civil 5 

$20-$23/Per Hour 

Auto Repair 4 
Consumer Cases 36 
Employer/Employee 4 
Landlord/Tenant  16 
Neighborhood Dispute 28 
Recovery Money/Property 4 

13th 

Hillsborough-South Shore 87 25 14 C / V 7 

Family 8 

$20-$23/Per Hour 

Consumer Cases 30 
Contract 40 
Landlord/Tenant  5 
Neighborhood Dispute 5 
Property Damage 10 

15th Palm Beach County Seat: 
West Palm Beach 250 175 80 V 3 

Recovery Money/Property 10 

$0  

Animal Control 2 
Assault/Battery 10 
Auto Repair 5 
Consumer Cases 8 
Minor Criminal 10 
Neighborhood Dispute 15 
Nuisance 5 
Property Damage 5 
Recovery Money/Property 15 
Worthless Checks 15 

Broward County Seat: 
Fort Lauderdale 107 65 56 C 10 

Sales Tax Evasion 10 

$50 Per Session 17th 

Totals 2482 902 633   
Note: Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits. Only those circuits and counties that provide CDS mediation services are listed above. 
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COUNTY MEDIATION INTRODUCTION 
 
 
County mediation programs receive civil case referrals from county courts whose jurisdiction covers cases 
valued up to $15,000 and includes small claims cases (jurisdiction up to $5,000).  During Fiscal Year (FY) 
2005-2006, the 50 court-connected county mediation programs operating in Florida mediated over 37,000 
small claims cases and over 3,500 county cases above small claims. 
 
There are a variety of case types referred to county mediation, including, but not limited to, landlord/tenant, 
contract, recovery of money and/or property, auto repair, consumer, worthless checks and neighborhood 
disputes.   
 
There are special rules of civil procedure for small claims mediation.  These procedures are designed for 
efficiency for both the litigants and the court.  Generally, the parties mediate without attorneys, but the rules 
allow for attorneys to appear without their clients.  Small claims mediation services are free to the parties.  
In county court cases above small claims, the court charges $40 per session per party for mediation 
services.   
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COUNTY MEDIATION DIRECTORY 
 
 

1st Judicial Circuit 
 
Escambia County 
Jim Ramminger* 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
Room 36011 
MC Blanchard Judicial Building 
190 Governmental Center 
Pensacola, FL  32502 
850-595-4482   fax 850-595-0306 
 
Okaloosa County 
Edward W. Clarno 
County Mediation Coordinator 
917 Holbrook Circle 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547 
850-862-7735 
 
Santa Rosa County 
Rhoten W. Willhoit 
County Mediation Coordinator 
6224 Jays Way 
Milton, FL 32570 
850-623-2271 
r.whillhoit@mchsi.com 
 
2nd Judicial Circuit 
 
Gadsden, Leon & Wakulla Counties 
Mark Palmquist  
Mediation Services Coordinator 
3211 Tallavana Trail 
Havana, FL 32333-5620 
850-539-5853 
carmar@bellsouth.net 
 
*Ron Evans served as director in 2005-06. He retired in May ’07. 

3rd Judicial Circuit 
 
Columbia, Hamilton & Madison Counties 
Nancy Blanton 
Mediation Serrcives Coordinator 
POB 1569 
Lake City , FL 32056 
386-754-7028 fax 386-758-2162  
blanton.nancy@jud3.flcourts.org 
 
Suwannee County 
Hal & Janet Airth 
County Mediation Coordinators 
POB  448 
Live Oak, FL 32064 
386-362-4915   fax 386-364-4915 
 
4th Judicial Circuit  
 
Clay, Nassau & Duval Counties  
Carol Tyson 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
3490 Beach Blvd 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
904-858-1390   fax  904-858-1374 
ctyson@coj.net 
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Pinellas County 
Cathy Fullerton, ADR Director 
501 First Avenue North, Room 420 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-582-7805   fax  727-582-7562 
cfullert@jud6.org 
 
7th Judicial Circuit 
 
Flagler, Putnam, St. Johns & Volusia Counties 
Judy Carroll, Executive Director 
101 Second Street, Suite. 7 
Holly Hill, FL 32117 
386-239-6504   fax 386-239-6507 
vcmediation3@msn.com 
 
8th Judicial Circuit 
 
Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist,  
Levy & Union Counties 
Robin Davis, ADR Director 
Janet Hearn, Mediation Services Coordinator 
201 East University Avenue, Suite 303 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
352-491-4645   fax  352-381-0109 
jkh@circuit8.org 
 

 
5th Judicial Circuit 
Citrus County 
Russell Hollingsworth 
County Mediation Coordinator 
165 W. Liberty 
Hernando, FL 34442 
352-746-3885 
russholl@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Hernando County 
Carol A. Burgess 
20 North Main Street, Room 359 
Brooksville, FL 34601 
352-686-2817   fax 352-684-5692 
mediationforu@yahoo.com 
 
Lake County 
Gilbert Fayerman 
County Mediation Coordinator 
15909 Hanson View Drive 
Tavares, FL 32778 
352-343-0597 
gfayerman@comcast.net 
 
Marion County 
Ronald J. Lebio 
County Mediation Coordinator 
Marion County Judicial Center 
110 Northwest 1st Avenue 
Ocala, FL 34470 
352-401-7805   fax 352-401-7831 
rjlebio@earthlink.net 
 
6th Judicial Circuit 
 
Pasco County 
Rosalie Johnson 
7530 Little Road, Room 216 
New Port Richey, FL 34654 
727-847-8174   fax  727-847-8931 
rjohnson@jud6.org  
 

9th Judicial Circuit 
 
Orange County 
Kathy Reuter, ADR Director 
425 N. Orange Avenue, Room 120 
Orlando, FL  32801 
407-836-2004   fax  407-836-2367 
ctadkr1@ocnjcc.org 
 
Osceola County  
Donna Dorer 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
2 Courthouse Square, Suite. 1400 
Kissimmee, FL 34741 
407-343-2451   fax  407-343-2444 
ctaddd3@ocnjcc.org 
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10th Judicial Circuit 
 
Highlands & Polk Counties 
Anne Weeks 
Court Operations Consultant 
POB 9000, Drawer J114 
Bartow, FL  33831 
863-534-4571   fax 407-343-2444 
aweeks@jud10.flcourts.org 
 
11th Judicial Circuit 
 
Miami-Dade County 
Joelle Haspil 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
73 West Flagler Street, Suite 1700 
Miami, FL 33130 
305-349-7337 
jhaspil@jud11.flcourts.org 
 
12th Judicial Circuit 
 
DeSoto & Sarasota Counties 
Ann Olson, ADR Director 
POB 48927 
Sarasota, FL 34230 
941-861-7833 / 941-861-4820 
fax 941-861-7917 
aolson@scgov.net 
 
Manatee County 
Ann Olson, ADR Director 
POB 1000 
Bradenton, FL 34206 
941-742-5961   fax 941-742-5982 
aolson@scgov.net 
 
13th Judicial Circuit 
 
Hillsborough County 
Paul McGuire, ADR Director 
800 E. Twiggs Street, Room 208 
Tampa, FL 33602 
813-272-5642   fax 813-301-3707 
mcguirkp@fljud13.org 
 
 

14th Judicial Circuit 
 
Bay County 
Diane L. Crawford &  
Sue Ann Murray 
Mediation Services Coordinators 
POB 2269 
Panama City, FL 32402 
850-914-6326 / 850-914-6327 
fax 850-747-5629 
crawfordd@jud14.flcourts.org 
murrays@jud14.flcourts.org 
 
15th Judicial Circuit 
 
Palm Beach County 
Thomas Caprio, ADR Director 
205 North Dixie Highway, Suite. 6.2100 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
561-355-4510   fax  561-355-1505 
tcaprio@pbcgov.com 
 
16th Judicial Circuit 
 
Monroe County 
Lourdes Leal 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
88820 Overseas Highway 
Tavernier, FL 33070 
305-853-7386   fax 305-853-7388 
nanicorp@hotmail.com  
 
17th Judicial Circuit 
 
Broward County 
W. Ernie Riland, ADR Director 
Cristal Cotmon, Mediation Services Coordinator 
Terether Prophet, Mediation Services Coordinator 
201 Southeast 6th Street, Room 565 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
954-831-6309   fax 954-831-6079 
ccotmon@17th.flcourts.org 
 

mailto:jhaspil@jud11.flcourts.org�
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mailto:tcaprio@pbcgov.com�
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20th Judicial Circuit 
 
Charlotte County 
Luanne Wolff 
350 East Marion Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
941-505-4711   fax 941-637-2283 
lwolff@ca.cjis20.org 
 
Collier County 
Bryce Smink 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
3301 East Tamiami Trail 
Naples, FL 34112 
239-774-8704   fax 239-732-2771 
bsmink@ca.cjis20.org 
 
Lee County 
Bruce J. Waddell, ADR Director 
1700 Monroe Street 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
239-335-2347   fax 239-335-2697 
bwaddell@ca.cjis20.org 
 
 

 
18th Judicial Circuit 
 
Brevard County 
Ollie M. Lyons 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
2825 Judge Fran Jamieson Way 
Viera, FL 32940 
321-637-5532   fax 321-637-5534 
ollie.lyons@flcourts18.org 
 
Seminole County 
Cassa J. Robertson  
Mediation Services Coordinator 
301 North Park Avenue, Suite. N301 
Sanford, FL 32772 
407-665-4115   fax 407-665-4241 
cassa.robertson@flcourts18.org 
 
19th Judicial Circuit 
 
Indian River, Okeechobee, 
Martin & St. Lucie Counties 
Rebecca Storrow 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
250 NW Country Club Drive 
St. Lucie West, FL 34986 
772-785-5807   fax 772-871-5304 
storowr@stlucieco.gov 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:bwaddell@ca.cjis20.org�
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County Mediation Caseload 
Fiscal Year 2005—2006 

               
      Small Claims  County Cases 
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                  1st Escambia  Pensacola 513 494 372 10 10 10 
 Okaloosa Crestview 433 417 242 0 0 0 
 Santa Rosa Milton 129 129 72 0 0 0 
  2nd Gadsden Quincy  62 62 32 0 0 0 
 Leon Tallahassee 1133 1133 968 0 0 0 
 Wakulla Crawfordville 84 84 72 0 0 0 
                  3rd Columbia Lake City 234 234 148 0 0 0 
 Hamilton Jasper 37 37 30 0 0 0 
 Madison Madison 1 1 1 0 0 0 
 Suwannee Live Oak 410 207 143 0 0 0 
                  4th Clay Green Cove Springs 127 127 92 7 7 5 
 Duval Jacksonville 1123 1123 920 90 78 70 
 Nassau Fernandina Beach 120 120 85 3 3 2 
                  5th Citrus Inverness 423 423 356 8 8 0 
 Hernando Brooksville 273 287 188 0 0 0 
 Lake Tavares 1424 663 449 0 0 0 
 Marion Ocala 779 779 463 0 0 0 
                  6th Pasco Dade City 1162 1162 880 23 8 1 
 Pinellas Clearwater 2260 2260 1682 0 0 0 
                  7th Flagler Bunnell 150 150 105 8 8 5 
 Putnam Palatka 117 117 90 5 5 4 
 St. Johns St. Augustine 181 181 141 10 9 6 
 Volusia Deland 622 622 466 148 116 89 
                  8th Alachua Gainesville 543 537 368 10 9 7 
 Baker Macclenny 49 49 41 10 10 10 
 Bradford Starke 27 27 18 0 0 0 
 Gilchrist Trenton 11 9 7 0 0 0 
 Levy Bronson 24 24 17 2 2 2 
 Union Lake Butler 9 9 8 0 0 0 
                  9th Orange Orlando  16247 4107 3301 1834 934 627 
 Osceola Kissimmee 3194 1859 1495 218 134 56 
                  10th Polk Bartow 811 811 550 0 0 0 
                  11th Miami-Dade Miami 2587 1580 Not Available 1011 104 Not Available 
                  12th Desoto Arcadia 120 120 72 1 1 1 
 Manatee Bradenton 388 366 101 43 19 10 
 Sarasota Sarasota 1102 1098 857 114 84 44 
                  13th Hillsborough Tampa 2847 1921 910 358 224 97 
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County Mediation Caseload 
Fiscal Year 2005—2006 

               
      Small Claims  County Cases 
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14th Bay Panama City 419 399 329 897 95 62 
                  15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach 4015 4014 2844 110 65 38 
                  16th Monroe Key West 192 190 104 17 19 6 
                  17th Broward Ft. Lauderdale 3484 3580 2299 1054 1128 366 
                  Brevard Titusville  961 961 456 256 156 144 18th Seminole Sanford 485 394 261 95 69 31 
                  Indian River Vero Beach 339 339 222 2 2 1 

Martin Stuart 274 274 144 9 9 5 
Okeechobee Okeechobee 127 127 99 18 18 12 19th 
St. Lucie Ft. Pierce 349 349 251 58 58 41 

                  Charlotte Punta Gorda 512 512 Not Available 45 30 Not Available 
Collier East Naples 1036 1036 613 64 30 23 20th 
Lee Fort Myers 1841 1841 1165 186 119 122 

                  Totals*     53790 37345 24529 6724 3571 1897 
 
Note: Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits. Only those counties that provide or coordinate court-connected county mediation services 
are listed above. 
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County Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types Percent of Cases 
Auto Repair 7 
Consumer Cases 19 
Contract 43 
Landlord/Tenant 7 
Property Damage 1 
Recovery Money/Property 27 

Escambia Pensacola 

Worthless Check 8 
Okaloosa Crestview Not Available 

Auto Repair 9 
Consumer Cases 14 
Contract 5 
Landlord/Tenant 19 
Recovery Money/Property 7 

1st 

Santa Rosa Milton 

Worthless Check 46 
         

Auto Repair 20 
Consumer Cases 20 
Landlord/Tenant 20 
Property Damage 20 

Gadsden Quincy 

Recovery Money/Property 20 
Auto Repair 4 
Consumer Cases 6 
Contract 37 
Landlord/Tenant 6 
Property Damage 3 

Leon Tallahassee 

Recovery Money/Property 43 
Auto Repair 4 
Consumer Cases 6 
Contract 37 
Landlord/Tenant 6 
Property Damage 3 

2nd 

Wakulla Crawfordville 

Recovery Money/Property 43 
 
Consumer Cases 50 
Contract 20 
Landlord/Tenant 10 
Recovery Money/Property 10 

Columbia Lake City  

Worthless Check 10 
Consumer Cases 50 
Contract 20 
Landlord/Tenant 10 
Recovery Money/Property 10 

3rd 

Hamilton Jasper 

Worthless Check 10 
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County Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types Percent of Cases 
Suwannee Live Oak Not Available 
Madison Madison Consumer Cases 100 

     
Assault/Battery 5 
Auto Repair 5 
Consumer Cases 10 
Contract 10 
Landlord/Tenant 20 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 
Property Damage 15 
Recovery Money/Property 5 

Clay Green Cove Springs 

Other 20 
Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 10 
Contract 15 
Family Dispute 15 
Landlord/Tenant 10 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 
Property Damage 20 

Duval Jacksonville 

Recovery Money/Property 5 
Assault/Battery 1 
Auto Repair 15 
Consumer Cases 5 
Contract 10 
Landlord/Tenant 20 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 
Property Damage 5 
Recovery Money/Property 9 
Worthless Checks 5 

4th 

Nassau Fernandina Beach 

Other 20 
        

Auto Repair 9 
Consumer Cases 6 
Landlord/Tenant 12 
Neighborhood Dispute 4 
Property Damage 2 

5th 

Citrus Inverness 

Recovery Money/Property 67 
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County Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types Percent of Cases 
Assault/Battery 35 
Auto Repair 3 
Consumer Cases 9 
Contract 37 
Landlord/Tenant 9 
Neighborhood Dispute 1 
Property Damage 8 
Recovery Money/Property 31 
Worthless Checks 1 

Hernando Brooksville 

Other 2 
Auto Repair 4 
Consumer Cases 32 
Contract 6 
Landlord/Tenant 3 
Recovery Money/Property 45 
Worthless Checks 1 

Lake 

Tavares 

Other 9 
Auto Repair 4 
Consumer Cases 4 
Contract 36 
Landlord/Tenant 7 
Property Damage 4 
Recovery Money/Property 44 
Worthless Checks 4 

Marion Ocala 

Other 1 
        

Auto Repair 1 
Consumer Cases 85 
Contract 10 Pasco Dade City 

Landlord/Tenant 4 
6th 

Pinellas Clearwater Not Available 
        

Consumer Cases 45 
Contract 10 
Property Damage 25 

Flagler Bunnell 

Recovery Money/Property 20 
Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 30 
Contract 15 
Property Damage 25 
Recovery Money/Property 15 

7th 

Putnam Palatka 

Other 5 

5th 
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County Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types Percent of Cases 
Auto Repair 5 
Consumer Cases 25 
Contract 20 
Property Damage 30 
Recovery Money/Property 15 

St. Johns 

St. Augustine 

Other 5 
Auto Repair 3 
Consumer Cases 22 
Contract 15 
Landlord/Tenant 25 
Property Damage 20 

Volusia Deland 

Recovery Money/Property 15 
     

Contract 24 
Landlord/Tenant 8 
Property Damage 5 
Recovery Money/Property 45 
Worthless Checks 1 

Alachua Gainesville 

Other 18 
Contract 30 
Property Damage 15 Baker Macclenny 
Recovery Money/Property 55 
Auto Repair 10 
Contract 20 
Property Damage 15 

Bradford Starke 

Recovery Money/Property 55 
Consumer Cases 20 
Contract 35 Gilchrist Trenton 
Recovery Money/Property 45 
Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 10 
Contract 20 
Property Damage 20 

Levy Bronson 

Recovery Money/Property 40 
Auto Repair 10 
Contract 10 
Landlord/Tenant 5 
Property Damage 25 

8th 

Union Lake Butler 

Recovery Money/Property 50 
          

7th 
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County Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types Percent of Cases 
Auto Repair 3 
Consumer Cases 2 
Contract 20 
Landlord/Tenant 13 
Property Damage 3 
Recovery Money/Property 38 
Worthless Checks 1 

Orange Orlando  

Other 1 
Auto Repair 3 
Consumer Cases 2 
Contract 20 
Landlord/Tenant 13 
Property Damage 3 
Neighborhood Dispute 1 
Recovery Money/Property 3 
Worthless Checks 58 

9th 
 

Osceola Kissimmee 

Other 1 
     Auto Repair 9 

Consumer Cases 9 
Contract 17 
Landlord/Tenant 35 
Neighborhood Dispute 2 
Property Damage 20 

10th  Polk  Bartow  

Recovery Money/Property 8 
          11th Miami-Dade Miami Not Available 
          Desoto Arcadia Contract 100 

Assault/Battery 2 
Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 25 
Contract 30 
Landlord/Tenant 15 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 
Property Damage 3 
Recovery Money/Property 3 

Manatee Bradenton 

Worthless Checks 2 
Assault/Battery 2 
Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 25 
Contract 30 
Landlord/Tenant 15 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 
Property Damage 3 

12th 

Sarasota Sarasota 

Recovery Money/Property 3 



 

Compendium 2005-06  19th Edition 37 County Civil Mediation 

County Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types Percent of Cases 
Auto Repair 10 
Consumer Cases 20 
Contract 18 
Landlord/Tenant 6 
Neighborhood Dispute 1 
Property Damage 3 
Recovery Money/Property 1 
Worthless Checks 5 

13th Hillsborough Tampa 

Other 36 
          

Auto Repair 2 
Consumer Cases 2 
Contract 6 
Landlord/Tenant 16 
Recovery Money/Property 68 

14th Bay Panama City 

Other 6 
          

Auto Repair 2 
Consumer Cases 19 
Contract 47 
Landlord/Tenant 19 
Neighborhood Dispute 1 
Property Damage 3 
Recovery Money/Property 8 
Worthless Checks 1 

15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach 

Other 2 
          

Contract 25 
Landlord/Tenant 5 
Recovery Money/Property 60 16th Monroe Key West 
Unsatisfactory Work 10 

          
Consumer Cases 7 
Contract 50 
Evictions & PIP 25 
Landlord/Tenant 6 
Property Damage 8 
Recovery Money/Property 2 

17th Broward Fort Lauderdale 

Worthless Checks 2 
          

Auto Repair 5 
Condo/Homeowner Assn 10 
Consumer Cases 20 
Contract 20 
Landlord/Tenant 15 
Neighborhood Dispute 5 
Property Damage 8 
Recovery Money/Property 15 

18th 
 

Brevard  Titusville  

Worthless Checks 2 



 

Compendium 2005-06  19th Edition 38 County Civil Mediation 

County Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types Percent of Cases 
Auto Repair 5 
Consumer Cases 2 
Contract 46 
Landlord/Tenant 12 
Neighborhood Dispute 2 
Property Damage 4 
Recovery Money/Property 20 
Worthless Checks 2 

Seminole Sanford 

Other 7 
          

Indian River Vero Beach 
Martin Stuart 

Okeechobee Okeechobee 19th 

St. Lucie Ft. Pierce 

Not Available 

          
Auto Repair 5 
Consumer Cases 25 
Contract 50 
Landlord/Tenant 10 
Property Damage 5 
Recovery Money/Property 2 

Charlotte Punta Gorda 

Worthless Checks 3 
Assault/Battery 2 
Auto Repair 3 
Consumer Cases 9 
Contract 70 
Landlord/Tenant 2 
Neighborhood Dispute 3 
Property Damage 7 
Recovery Money/Property 3 

Collier East Naples 

Worthless Checks 1 
Auto Repair 5 
Consumer Cases 25 
Contract 50 
Neighborhood Dispute 10 
Property Damage 5 
Recovery Money/Property 2 

20th 

Lee Ft. Myers 

Worthless Checks 3 
Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits. Only those circuits and counties that provide or coordinate court-
connected county mediation services are listed above. 

 



 

*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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County Mediation   
Personnel and Mediator Compensation 

Fiscal Year 2005—2006 
                    

Ci
rc

ui
t 

County County Seat 

County 
Mediator 

Type* 

Number of 
Mediators 
on Staff 

Number of Other 
Small Claim 
Mediators 

(C / V) 

Payment for 
Small Claim 
Mediators Compensation for County Court Mediators 

      Mediator Fee 
Cancellation/Non 

Appearance 
Max Payment 

per Case 
Escambia  Pensacola S / C / V 2 13 / 70 $0  $40 Per Case $0  $40  1st Santa Rosa Milton V 0 13 $0  $0  $0  $0  

  
Gadsden Quincy  S / V 0 $50 $0  $100 Per Session $100  $0  
Leon Tallahassee S / V 1 $50 $0  $100 Per Session $100  $0  
Wakulla Crawfordville S / V 0 $50 $0  $100 Per Session $100  $0  2nd 

Mediators in the 2nd Judicial Circuit provides mediation services for all three counties 
  

Columbia Lake City C 0 8 $25 Per Hour $25 Per Hour $0  $0  
Hamilton Jasper C 0 3 $25 Per Hour $25 Per Hour $0  $0  
Madison Madison C 0 1 $25 Per Hour $25 Per Hour $0  $0  3rd 
Suwannee Live Oak V 0 6 $25 Per Hour $25 Per Hour $0  $0  

      
Clay Green Cove Springs S / V 1 $85 $0  $0  $0  $0  
Duval Jacksonville S / V 1 $85 $0  $0  $0  $0  4th 
Nassau Fernandina Beach S / V 1 $85 $0  $0  $0  $0  

  
Citrus Inverness V 0 14 $0  $0  $0  $0  
Hernando Brooksville V 0 14 $0  $0  $0  $0  
Lake Tavares V 0 25 $0  $0  $0  $0  5th 
Marion Ocala V 0 25 $0  $0  $0  $0  

          
Pasco Dade City C 0 12 $22  $22  $50  $0  6th Pinellas Clearwater C 0 18 $22  $22  $50  $0  

    
Flagler Bunnell V 0 9 $0  $0  $0  $0  
Putnam Palatka V 0 6 $0  $0  $0  $0  
St. Johns St. Augustine V 0 11 $0  $0  $0  $0  
Volusia Deland V 0 35 $0  $0  $0  $0  

7th 

The 7th Judicial Circuit contract with Volusia County Mediation Center to provide court ordered mediation services. Employees are not State Employees. 



 

*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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County Mediation   
Personnel and Mediator Compensation 

Fiscal Year 2005—2006 
                    

Ci
rc

ui
t 

County County Seat 

County 
Mediator 

Type* 

Number of 
Mediators 
on Staff 

Number of Other 
Small Claim 
Mediators 

(C / V) 

Payment for 
Small Claim 
Mediators Compensation for County Court Mediators 

      Mediator Fee 
Cancellation/Non 

Appearance 
Max Payment 

per Case 
Alachua Gainesville S / V 4 26 $0  $100 Per Session $50  $0  
Baker Macclenny S / V 4 26 $0  $100 Per Session $50  $0  
Bradford Starke S / V 4 26 $0  $100 Per Session $50  $0  
Gilchrist Trenton V 0 30 $0  $100 Per Session $50  $0  
Levy Bronson S / V 4 26 $0  $100 Per Session $50  $0  
Union Lake Butler S / V 4 26 $0  $100 Per Session $50  $0  

8th 

The mediators in the 8th Judicial Circuit provides mediation services for all six counties. 
  Orange Orlando  S / V 4 41 $0  $0  $0  $0  9th Osceola Kissimmee S / V 2 12 $0  $0  $0  $0  
    10th Polk Bartow C / V 0 12 $0  $15 Per Hour $0  $0  
                    11th Miami-Dade Miami S / C 2 5 $0  $32 Per Hour $32  $0  
  Desoto Arcadia C / V 0 18 / 36 $0  $25 Per Session $10  $10  

Manatee Bradenton C / V 0 18 / 36 $0  $25 Per Session $10  $25  
Sarasota Sarasota C / V 0 18 / 36 $0  $25 Per Day $10  $10  

12th 
 

Fifty four mediators (54) provide mediation services throughout the 12th Circuit 
                    
13th Hillsborough Tampa S / C 3 17 

$20-$23 
 Per Hour 

$20-$23  
Per Hour $0  $0  

  14th Bay Panama City S / V 2 17 $0  $0  $0  $0  
    15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach S / V 1 56 $0  $0  $0  $0  
  16th Monroe Key West S / C / V 2 15 / 6 $75 Per Hour $75 Per Hour $40  $0  
 17th Broward Fort Lauderdale C 41 0 $20  $50  $50  $0  
          Brevard Titusville  S / V 1 23 $0  $50  $50  $50  18th Seminole Sanford S / C 15 2 $0  $0  $0  $0 

  



 

*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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County Mediation   
Personnel and Mediator Compensation 

Fiscal Year 2005—2006 
                    

Ci
rc

ui
t 

County County Seat 

County 
Mediator 

Type* 

Number of 
Mediators 
on Staff 

Number of Other 
Small Claim 
Mediators 

(C / V) 

Payment for 
Small Claim 
Mediators Compensation for County Court Mediators 

      Mediator Fee 
Cancellation/Non 

Appearance 
Max Payment 

per Case 
Indian River Vero Beach V 0 13 $0  $0  $0  $0  
Martin Stuart V 0 16 $0  $0  $0  $0  
Okeechobee Okeechobeee V 0 5 $0  $0  $0  $0  19th 

St. Lucie Fort Pierce V 0 17 $0  $0  $0  $0  
  Charlotte Punta Gorda Not Available 

Collier East Naples S / V 1 28 $0  $0  $0  $0  20th 
Lee Fort Myers C / V 5 20 $0  $150 Per Hour $150  $0  

  
Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits.  Only those circuits and counties that provide or coordinate court connected county mediation services are listed above. 
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FAMILY MEDIATION INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Family mediation in Florida=s court-ordered setting refers to mediation of domestic relations matters in 
general and dissolution and child-related cases in particular.  Case types include: modification, equitable 
distribution, spousal support, child custody, visitation, paternity and child support.  All 20 circuits have 
mediation programs.   

 
Family mediation sessions are generally conducted in one session of two to three hours.  Parties who have 
a gross combined income at or below $100,000 may utilize the services of court-connected family 
mediation programs at a rate subsidized by the state [Section 44.108(2), Florida Statutes].  Indigent parties 
are eligible to receive mediation services at no charge.  Those parties with combined gross incomes under 
$50,000 pay $40 per session per party and those parties with a combined gross income over $50,000 pay 
$80 per session per party.  Parties with a combined gross income over $100,000 are referred to private 
mediators.  Since Revision 7 to Article V was not fully funded, not all of those subsidized services are 
currently available in every jurisdiction.  

 
The current statute governing mediation prohibits the referral of family cases to mediation, upon motion or 
request of a party, if there has been a history of domestic violence which could compromise the mediation 
process. [Section 44.102(2)(c), Florida Statutes]. 
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FAMILY MEDIATION DIRECTORY 
 
 
 

1st Judicial Circuit 
 
Escambia, Okaloosa,  
Santa Rosa & Walton Counties  
Jim Ramminger 
Mediation Program Coordinator 
Room 36011  
MC Blanchard Judicial Building 
190 Governmental Center 
Pensacola, FL 32502 
850-595-4482   fax 850-595-0306 
 
2nd Judicial Circuit 
 
Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson, Leon, 
Liberty & Wakulla Counties 
David Wolfson, ADR Director 
301 S. Monroe Street, Suite. 443 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 
850-577-4448   fax 850-487-7947 
wolfsond@leoncountyfl.gov 
 
3rd Judicial Circuit 
 
Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette,  
Madison, Suwannee & Taylor Counties 
Nancy Blanton 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
POB 1569 
Lake City, FL 32056 
386-754-7028   fax 386-752-2162 
blanton.nancy@jud3.flcourts.org 
 
4th Judicial Circuit 
 
Clay, Nassau & Duval Counties 
James Gardner, ADR Director 
3490 Beach Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
904-858-1188   fax  904-858-1374 
jgardner@coj.net  
 
 
  

5th Judicial Circuit 
 
Citrus, Hernando, Lake,  
Marion & Sumter Counties 
Betty White, ADR Director 
Marion County Judicial Center 
110 Northwest 1st Avenue, Room 590 
Ocala, FL 34481 
352-401-7828   fax 352-401-7883 
bwhite@circuit5.org 
 
6th Judicial Circuit 
 
Pasco County 
Rosalie Johnson 
Mediation Program Coordinator 
7530 Little Road-W 
Pasco Judicial Center 
New Port Richey, FL 34654 
727-847-8174   fax 727-847-8931 
rjohnson@jud6.org 
 
Pinellas County 
Cathy Fullerton, ADR Director 
501 First Avenue North, Room 420 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-582-7206   fax 727-582-7562 
cfullert@jud6.org 
 
7th Judicial Circuit 
 
Flagler, Putnam,  
St. Johns & Volusia Counties 
Robert Sterner 
Courthouse Annex 
125 East Orange Avenue, Room 201 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
386-248-8182 x-2   fax 386-248-8183 
rsterner@circuit7.org 
 

mailto:wolfsond@leoncountyfl.gov�
mailto:blanton.nancy@jud3.flcourts.org�
mailto:rjohnson@jud6.org�
mailto:cfullert@jud6.org�
mailto:rsterner@circuit7.org�
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8th Judicial Circuit 
 
Alachua County 
Robin Davis, ADR Director 
201 East University Avenue, Suite. 303 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
325-491-4417   fax 352-381-0109 
rkd@circuit8.org  
 
9th Judicial Circuit 
 
Orange County 
Kathy Reuter, ADR Director 
425 N. Orange Avenue, Room 120 
Orlando, FL 32801 
407-836-2004   fax  407-836-2367 
ctadkr1@ocnjcc.org 
 
Osceola County  
Donna Dorer 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
2 Courthouse Square, Suite. 1400 
Kissimmee, FL 34741 
407-343-2451   fax  407-343-2444 
ctaddd3@ocnjcc.org 

12th Judicial Circuit 
 
DeSoto, Manatee & Sarasota Counties 
Ann Olson, ADR Director 
POB 48927 
Sarasota, FL 34230 
941-861-4820   fax 941-861-4816 
aolson@scgov.net 
 
13th Judicial Circuit 
 
Hillsborough County 
Paul McGuire, ADR Director 
800 E. Twiggs Street, Room 208 
Tampa, FL 33602 
813-272-5642   fax 813-301-3707 
mcguirkp@fljud13.org 
 
14th Judicial Circuit 
 
Bay County 
Carol Dunaway, ADR Director 
POB 1089 
Panama City, FL 32402 
850-747-5497   fax 850-767-3546 
dunawayc@jud14.flcourts.org 

10th Judicial Circuit  
 
Polk County 
Stevie Buck, ADR Director 
POB 9000, Drawer J112 
Bartow, FL 33831 
863-534-4698   fax  863-534-4073 
sbuck@jud10.flcourts.org 
 
11th Judicial Circuit 
 
Miami-Dade County 
Wayne Rosenthal, ADR Director 
73 West Flagler Street, Suite. 1800 
Miami, FL 33130 
305-349-7328 
wrosenthal@jud11.flcourts.org 
 
 

 
15th Judicial Circuit 
 
Palm Beach County 
Thomas Caprio, ADR Director 
205 North Dixie Highway 
Suite. 6.2100 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
561-355-2739   fax 561-355-1505 
tcaprio@pbcgov.com 
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mailto:dunawayc@jud14.flcourts.org�
mailto:wrosenthal@jud11.flcourts.org�


 

Compendium 2005-06  19th Edition 45 Family Mediation 

 
 

16th Judicial Circuit 
 
Monroe County 
Lourdes Leal 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
Plantation Key Courthouse 
88820 Overseas Highway 
Tavernier, FL 33070 
305-853-7386   fax 305-853-7388 
nanicorp@hotmail.com 
 
17th Judicial Circuit 
 
Broward County 
W. Ernie Riland, ADR Director 
Jeanne Potthoff 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
201 Southeast 6th Street, Room 565 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
954-831-6075 or 954-831-6311    
fax 954-831-6079 
eriland@17th.flcourts.org 
jpotthof@17th.flcourts.org 
 
18th Judicial Circuit 
 
Brevard County 
Mary Norwich, ADR Director 
The Moore Justice Center 
2825 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, 2nd Floor 
Viera, FL 32940 
321-690-6834   fax 321-617-7226 
mary.norwich@flcourts18.org 
 
Seminole County 
Cassa J. Robertson 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
301 North Park Avenue, Ste. N301 
Sanford, FL 32771 
407-665-4244   fax 407-665-4129 
cassa.robertson@flcourts18.org 
 
 

19th Judicial Circuit 
 
Indian River, Okeechobee,  
Martin & St. Lucie Counties 
Rebecca Storrow 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
St. Lucie County Courthouse 
250 Northwest Country Club Drive 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 
772-871-5307   fax 772-871-5304 
 
20th Judicial Circuit 
 
Charlotte & Lee Counties 
Bruce J. Waddell, ADR Director 
1700 Monroe Street 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
239-335-2347   fax 239-335-2697 
bwaddell@ca.cjis20.org 
 
Collier County 
Bryce Smink 
Mediation Program Coordinator 
3301 East Tamiami Trail 
Naples, FL 34112 
239-774-8704   fax 239-732-2771 
bsmink@ca.cjis20.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jpotthof@17th.flcourts.org�
mailto:mary.norwich@flcourts18.org�


 

Compendium 2005-06  19th Edition 46 Family Mediation 

 
Family Mediation Caseload 

Fiscal Year 2005--2006 
            

Ci
rcu

it 

County  County Seat Cases Referred 
Cases 

Mediated Case Resolved 
Escambia  Pensacola 
Okaloosa Crestview 
Santa Rosa Milton 1st 
Walton Defuniak Springs 

Not Available 

            Gadsden Quincy  93 63 42 
Jefferson Monticello 19 14 11 
Leon Tallahassee 486 326 209 
Liberty Bristol 6 5 4 

2nd 

Wakulla Crawfordville 13 8 6 
            Columbia Lake City 231 179 122 

Dixie Cross City 21 21 10 
Hamilton Jasper 6 4 4 
Lafayette Mayo 5 5 3 
Madison Madison 11 9 5 
Suwannee Live Oak 56 37 24 

3rd 

Taylor Perry 18 14 10 
            Clay Green Cove Springs 214 214 148 

Duval Jacksonville 735 732 356 4th 
Nassau Fernandina Beach 84 68 51 

            Citrus Inverness 16 12 7 
Hernando Brooksville 20 15 7 
Marion Ocala 274 124 82 5th 
Sumter Bushnell 2 2 1 

            Pasco Dade City 287 162 81 6th  Pinellas Clearwater 989 872 4 
            Flagler Bunnell 31 25 17 

Putnam Palatka 35 28 16 
St. Johns St. Augustine 77 68 46 7th 
Volusia Deland 267 177 120 

            Alachua Gainesville 559 432 287 
Baker Macclenny 46 36 23 
Bradford Starke 63 48 31 
Gilchrist Trenton 31 23 15 
Levy Bronson 63 48 31 

8th 

Union Lake Butler 15 12 8 
            Orange Orlando  2595 1,867 1341 9th Osceola Kissimmee 1090 781 585 
            10th Polk Bartow 788 438 282 
            11th Miami-Dade Miami Not Available 1261 Not Available 
            Desoto Arcadia 59 43 28 

Manatee Bradenton 273 192 94 12th 
Sarasota Sarasota 352 263 164 
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Family Mediation Caseload 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

            
Ci

rcu
it 

County  County Seat Cases Referred 
Cases 

Mediated Case Resolved 
13th Hillsborough Tampa 2543 2428 1530 
  14th The program began operations in April  2007 
            15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach 3330 2199 1623 
            16th Monroe Key West 72 68 40 
            17th Broward Ft. Lauderdale 1222 966 538 
            Brevard Titusville  1318 1010 Not Available 18th Seminole Sanford 617 587 534 
            Indian River Vero Beach 63 79 35 

Martin Stuart 35 23 14 
Okeechobee Okeechobee 35 23 14 19th 
St. Lucie Fort Pierce 204 185 98 

            Charlotte Punta Gorda 189 172 Not Available 
Collier East Naples 243 146 120 20th 
Lee Fort Myers 1034 904 448 

            Totals     20835 17418 9369 
Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits. Only those circuits and counties that provide or coordinate 
court-connected family mediation services are listed above. 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
Escambia Pensacola 
Okaloosa Crestview 

Santa Rosa Milton 1st 

Walton Defuniak Springs 

Not Available 

        
Modification 34 
Spousal Support 34 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 89 
Equitable Distribution 36 
Paternity 11 
Attorney Fees 10 

Franklin Apalachicola 

Unified Family Court 1 
Modification 34 
Spousal Support 34 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 89 
Equitable Distribution 36 
Paternity 11 
Attorney Fees 10 

Gadsden Quincy 

Unified Family Court 1 
Modification 34 
Spousal Support 34 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 89 
Equitable Distribution 36 
Paternity 11 
Attorney Fees 10 

Jefferson Monticello 

Unified Family Court 1 
Modification 34 
Spousal Support 34 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 89 
Equitable Distribution 36 
Paternity 11 
Attorney Fees 10 

Leon Tallahassee 

Unified Family Court 1 
Modification 34 
Spousal Support 34 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 89 
Equitable Distribution 36 
Paternity 11 
Attorney Fees 10 

2nd 

Liberty Bristol 

Unified Family Court 1 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
Modification 34 
Spousal Support 34 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 89 
Equitable Distribution 36 
Paternity 11 
Attorney Fees 10 

Wakulla Crawfordville 

Unified Family Court 1 
        Modification 75 

Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 50 
Equitable Distribution 75 
Paternity 5 

Columbia Lake City 

Attorney Fees 10 
Modification 75 
Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 50 
Equitable Distribution 75 
Paternity 5 

Dixie Cross City 

Attorney Fees 10 
Modification 75 
Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 50 
Equitable Distribution 75 
Paternity 5 

Hamilton Jasper 

Attorney Fees 10 
Modification 75 
Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 50 
Equitable Distribution 75 
Paternity 5 

Lafayette Mayo 

Attorney Fees 10 
Modification 75 
Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 50 
Equitable Distribution 75 
Paternity 5 

3rd 

Madison Madison 

Attorney Fees 10 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
Modification 75 
Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 50 
Equitable Distribution 75 
Paternity 5 

Suwannee Live Oak 

Attorney Fees 10 
Modification 75 
Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 75 
Child Support 50 
Equitable Distribution 75 
Paternity 5 

Taylor Perry 

Attorney Fees 10 
        Modification 30 

Spousal Support 10 
Custody & Visitation 20 
Child Support 30 
Equitable Distribution 5 
Paternity 10 
Attorney Fees 5 

Clay Green Cove Springs 

Unified Family Court 5 
Modification 40 
Spousal Support 25 
Custody & Visitation 65 
Child Support 75 
Equitable Distribution 70 
Paternity 35 
Attorney Fees 50 

Duval Jacksonville 

Unified Family Court 7 
Modification 35 
Spousal Support 10 
Custody & Visitation 30 
Child Support 20 

4th 

Nassau Fernandina 

Equitable Distribution 5 
        Modification 42 

Spousal Support 17 
Custody & Visitation 83 
Child Support 67 
Equitable Distribution 17 

5th 

Citrus Inverness 

Unified Family Court 25 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
Modification 26 
Spousal Support 11 
Custody & Visitation 72 
Child Support 71 
Equitable Distribution 29 

Hernando Brooksville 

Unified Family Court 33 
Modification 27 
Spousal Support 12 
Custody & Visitation 68 
Child Support 65 
Equitable Distribution 38 
Paternity 10 
Attorney Fees 39 

Marion Ocala 

Unified Family Court 32 
Custody & Visitation 100 
Child Support 50 
Equitable Distribution 50 Sumter Bushnell 

Unified Family Court 50 
        Modification 50 

Spousal Support 98 
Custody & Visitation 98 
Child Support 98 
Equitable Distribution 100 
Paternity 2 

Pasco Dade City 

Attorney Fees 1 

6th 

Pinellas Clearwater Not Available 
        Modification 15 

Spousal Support 46 
Custody & Visitation 65 
Child Support 58 
Equitable Distribution 62 
Paternity 8 

Flagler Bunnell 

Attorney Fees 27 
Spousal Support 30 
Custody & Visitation 85 
Child Support 90 
Equitable Distribution 98 
Paternity 5 

Putnam Palatka 

Attorney Fees 80 
Spousal Support 30 
Custody & Visitation 85 
Child Support 90 
Equitable Distribution 98 
Paternity 5 

7th 

St. Johns St. Augustine 

Attorney Fees 80 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
Modification 15 
Spousal Support 15 
Custody & Visitation 78 
Child Support 66 
Equitable Distribution 51 
Paternity 16 

Volusia Deland 

Attorney Fees 11 
     Modification 30 

Spousal Support 15 
Custody & Visitation 60 
Child Support 60 
Equitable Distribution 70 
Paternity 20 
Attorney Fees 30 

Alachua Gainesville 

Unified Family Court 5 
Modification 30 
Spousal Support 15 
Custody & Visitation 60 
Child Support 60 
Equitable Distribution 70 
Paternity 20 
Attorney Fees 30 

Baker Macclenny 

Unified Family Court 5 
Modification 30 
Spousal Support 15 
Custody & Visitation 60 
Child Support 60 
Equitable Distribution 70 
Paternity 20 
Attorney Fees 30 

Bradford Starke 

Unified Family Court 5 
Modification 30 
Spousal Support 15 
Custody & Visitation 60 
Child Support 60 
Equitable Distribution 70 
Paternity 20 
Attorney Fees 30 

8th 

Gilchrist Trenton 

Unified Family Court 5 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
Modification 30 
Spousal Support 15 
Custody & Visitation 60 
Child Support 60 
Equitable Distribution 70 
Paternity 20 
Attorney Fees 30 

Levy Bronson 

Unified Family Court 5 
Modification 30 
Spousal Support 15 
Custody & Visitation 60 
Child Support 60 
Equitable Distribution 70 
Paternity 20 
Attorney Fees 30 

Union Lake Butler 

Unified Family Court 5 
     

Modification 10 
Spousal Support 20 
Custody & Visitation 44 
Child Support 57 
Equitable Distribution 20 
Paternity 3 

Orange Orlando 

Attorney Fees 55 
Modification 10 
Spousal Support 20 
Custody & Visitation 44 
Child Support 57 
Equitable Distribution 20 
Paternity 3 

9th 

Osceola Kissimmee 

Attorney Fees 55 
        

Modification 2 
Spousal Support 3 
Custody & Visitation 30 
Child Support 2 
Equitable Distribution 16 
Paternity 4 
Attorney Fees 15 

10th Polk Bartow 

Financial 28 
Polk County Data Reflects Family Mediation Case Types only from January through June 2006 

        
11th Miami-Dade Miami Not Available 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
Modification 7 
Spousal Support 23 
Custody & Visitation 74 
Child Support 70 
Equitable Distribution 49 
Paternity 12 

Desoto Arcadia 

Attorney Fees 5 
Modification 20 
Spousal Support 24 
Custody & Visitation 64 
Child Support 60 
Equitable Distribution 53 
Paternity 11 

Manatee Bradenton 

Attorney Fees 24 
Modification 29 
Spousal Support 13 
Custody & Visitation 62 
Child Support 52 
Equitable Distribution 50 
Paternity 10 

12th 

Sarasota Sarasota 

Attorney Fees 15 
     

Modification 40 
Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 48 
Child Support 47 
Equitable Distribution 9 
Paternity 1 

13th Hillsborough Tampa 

Attorney Fees 6 
        

Modification 23 
Spousal Support 19 
Custody & Visitation 62 
Child Support 64 
Equitable Distribution 49 
Paternity 12 
Attorney Fees 20 

15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach 

Unified Family Court 1 
        

Modification 40 
Spousal Support 5 
Custody & Visitation 40 
Child Support 30 
Equitable Distribution 10 
Paternity 15 
Attorney Fees 3 

16th Monroe Key West 

Unified Family Court 2 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
        

Modification 2 
Custody & Visitation 62 
Child Support 23 
Equitable Distribution 15 

17th Broward Ft. Lauderdale 

Unified Family Court 25 
        

Modification 34 
Spousal Support 18 
Custody & Visitation 60 
Child Support 56 

Brevard Titusville 

Equitable Distribution 25 
Modification 34 
Spousal Support 2 
Custody & Visitation 15 
Child Support 15 
Equitable Distribution 1 

18th 

Seminole Sanford 

Paternity 33 
        

Modification 30 
Custody & Visitation 85 
Child Support 85 
Equitable Distribution 60 

Indian River Vero Beach 

Paternity 10 
Modification 30 
Custody & Visitation 85 
Child Support 85 
Equitable Contribution 60 

Martin Stuart 

Paternity 10 
Modification 30 
Custody & Visitation 85 
Child Support 85 
Equitable Contribution 60 

Okeechobee Okeechobee 

Paternity 10 
Modification 30 
Custody & Visitation 85 
Child Support 85 
Equitable Contribution 60 

19th 

St. Lucie Fort Pierce 

Paternity 10 
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Family Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

          
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types %  of Cases 
Modification 40 
Spousal Support 10 
Custody & Visitation 20 
Child Support 20 
Equitable Distribution 5 

Charlotte Punta Gorda 

Paternity 5 
Dissolution 75 
Modification 5 
Spousal Support 1 
Custody & Visitation 4 
Child Support 5 
Paternity 4 

Collier East Naples 

Attorney Fees 1 
Modification 40 
Spousal Support 10 
Custody & Visitation 20 
Child Support 20 
Equitable Distribution 5 

20th 

Lee Fort Myers 

Paternity 5 

Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits. Only the circuits and counties that provide or coordinate court-connected 
family mediation services are listed above. 

 
 



 

*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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Family Mediation Personnel and Mediator Compensation 
Fiscal Year 2005—2006 

               

Ci
rc

ui
t 

County County Seat 
Mediator 

Type*  

No.  of 
Staff 

Mediators 

No.  of 
Other Type 
Mediators 

(C / V) Compensation for Family Mediators 

            
Contractual 

Mediators Fee 
Cancellation/Non 

Appearance 
Max Payment 

Per Case 
Escambia  Pensacola C 0 4 $140 Per Case $70  $140  
Okaloosa Crestview C 0 4 $140 Per Case $70  $140  
Santa Rosa Milton C 0 1 $140 Per Case $70  $140  
Walton Defuniak Springs C 0 4 $140 Per Case $70  $140  

1st 

Mediators for Okaloosa County also serve as mediators for Walton County  
  Franklin Apalachicola S / C 2  6 $150 Per Case  $100  $150  

Gadsden Quincy  S / C 2  6 $150 Per Case  $100  $150  
Jefferson Monticello S / C 2  6 $150 Per Case  $100  $150  
Leon Tallahassee S / C 2  6 $150 Per Case  $100  $150  
Liberty Bristol S / C 2  6 $150 Per Case  $100  $150  

2nd 

Wakulla Crawfordville S / C 2  6 $150 Per Case  $100  $150  
  Columbia Lake City S / C 2  6 $75 Per Hour $75  $0  

Dixie Cross City S / C 2  6 $75 Per Hour $75  $0  
Hamilton Jasper S / C 2  6 $75 Per Hour $75  $0  
Lafayette Mayo S / C 2  6 $75 Per Hour $75  $0  
Madison Madison S / C 2  6 $75 Per Hour $75  $0  
Suwannee Live Oak S / C 2  6 $75 Per Hour $75  $0  

3rd 

Taylor Perry S / C 2  6 $75 Per Hour $75  $0  
    Clay Green Cove Springs S / C/ V 3  1/ 4  $75 Per Session $75  $75  

Duval Jacksonville S / C/ V 3  1/ 4 $75 Per Session $75  $75  4th 
Nassau Fernandina Beach C 0 1 $75 Per Session $75  $75  

  Citrus Inverness S 1 0 $125 Per Hour $40  $0  
Hernando Brooksville S 2 0 $125 Per Hour $40  $0  
Marion Ocala S / C 2 6 $125 Per Hour $40  $0  5th 
Sumter Bushnell S 1 0 $125 Per Hour $40  $0  



 

*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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Family Mediation Personnel and Mediator Compensation 
Fiscal Year 2005—2006 

               

Ci
rc

ui
t 

County County Seat 
Mediator 

Type*  

No.  of 
Staff 

Mediators 

No.  of 
Other Type 
Mediators 

(C / V) Compensation for Family Mediators 

            
Contractual 

Mediators Fee 
Cancellation/Non 

Appearance 
Max Payment 

Per Case 
  

Pasco Dade City C 0 24 $300 Per Session $50  $0  6th Pinellas Clearwater C 0 22 $300 Per Session $50  $0  
  

Flagler Bunnell S 1 0 $0  $0  $0  
Putnam Palatka S 1 0 $0  $0  $0  
St. Johns St. Augustine S 1 0 $0  $0  $0  7th 
Volusia Deland S 1 0 $0  $0  $0  

    
Alachua Gainesville S / C 2 16 $200 Per Session $75  $0  
Baker Macclenny S / C 2 16 $200 Per Session $75  $0  
Bradford Starke S / C 2 16 $200 Per Session $75  $0  
Gilchrist Trenton S / C 2 16 $200 Per Session $75  $0  
Levy Bronson S / C 2 16 $200 Per Session $75  $0  

8th 

Union Lake Butler S / C 2 16 $200 Per Session $75  $0  
    

Orange Orlando  S / C 1 19 $200 Per Session $80  $0  9th Osceola Kissimmee S / C 2 19 $200 Per Session $80  $0  
  
10th Polk Bartow S 3 0 $0  $0  $0  
                  
11th Miami-Dade Miami S / C 5 1 $34 Per Hour $0  $0  
    

Desoto Arcadia S 1 0 $0  $0  $0  
Manatee Bradenton S / C 1 4 $100 Per Session $25  $100  12th 
Sarasota Sarasota S / C 1 6 $100 Per Session $25  $100  

  
13th Hillsborough Tampa S / C 1 13 $145 Per Session $145 Per Session $0  



 

*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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Family Mediation Personnel and Mediator Compensation 
Fiscal Year 2005—2006 

               

Ci
rc

ui
t 

County County Seat 
Mediator 

Type*  

No.  of 
Staff 

Mediators 

No.  of 
Other Type 
Mediators 

(C / V) Compensation for Family Mediators 

            
Contractual 

Mediators Fee 
Cancellation/Non 

Appearance 
Max Payment 

Per Case 
  
15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach S 6 0 $125 Per Session $50  $0  
16th Monroe Key West S / C 2 12 $100 Per Hour $0  $0  
    
17th Broward Ft. Lauderdale S / C 4 11 $50 Per Session $0  $0  
      

Brevard Titusville  S / C 1 7 $125 Per Session $125 Per Session $375  18th Seminole Sanford  S / C 0 9 $125 Per Session $75  $125  
    

Indian River Vero Beach S / C 0 5 $150 Per Session $150  $0  
Martin Stuart S / C 0 5 $150 Per Session $150  $0  
Okeechobee Okeechobee S / C 0 1 $150 Per Session $150  $0  19th 
St. Lucie Fort Pierce S / C 0 5 $150 Per Session $150  $0  

  
Charlotte Punta Gorda Not Available 
Collier East Naples S 1 0 0 0 $0  20th 
Lee Fort Myers S / C 2 75 $150 Per Session $150  $0  

Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits.  Only those circuits and counties that provide/coordinate court connected family mediation services are listed above. 
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DEPENDENCY MEDIATION INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Dependency mediation programs receive referrals of child abuse and neglect cases from judges, attorneys 
and the Department of Children and families.  These cases may be referred at any stage of a dependency 
action.  Referral may occur as early as the filing of a petition alleging that a child is dependent and in need 
of the court=s intervention for protection, or much later in a case where a child may be in foster care and 
termination of parental rights is being pursued. During FY 2005-2006, 19 of the 20 judicial circuits in Florida 
utilized mediation in dependency cases.   
 
Dependency mediation provides an opportunity for the parents, social service counselors, guardians ad 
litem, attorneys for parents and agencies, as well as other key participants (such as relatives) to engage in 
a facilitated discussion about the case.  There are no restrictions on the types of issues which can be 
addressed during a mediation and parties may come to either partial or full agreement on various aspects 
of dependency matters, including: child placement; custody; terms of a case plan; visitation; medical or 
therapeutic treatment; child support; independent living for teens; and long term foster care. 
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DEPENDENCY MEDIATION DIRECTORY 
 
 
 

1st Judicial Circuit 
 
Escambia, Okaloosa,  
Santa Rosa & Walton Counties  
Jim Ramminger 
Mediation Program Coordinator 
Room 36011,  
190 Governmental Center 
Pensacola, FL 32502 
850-595-4482   fax 850-595-0306 
 
2nd Judicial Circuit 
 
Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty & 
Wakulla Counties 
David Wolfson  
ADR Director 
301 S. Monroe Street, Ste. 443 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 
850-577-4448   fax 850-487-7947 
wolfsond@leoncountyfl.gov  
 
3rd Judicial Circuit 
 
Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, 
Suwannee & Taylor Counties 
Nancy Blanton 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
POB 1569 
Lake City, FL 32056 
386-754-7028   fax 386-752-2162 
blanton.nancy@jud3.flcourts.org 
 
5th Judicial Circuit 
 
Citrus, Hernando, Lake,  
Marion & Sumter Counties 
Betty White, ADR Director 
110 Northwest 1st Avenue, Room 590 
Ocala, FL 34481 
352-401-7828   fax 352-401-7883 
bwhite@circuit5.org 

6th Judicial Circuit 
 
Pasco County 
Rosalie Johnson 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
7530 Little Road West 
Pasco Judicial Center 
New Port Richey, FL 34654 
727-847-8174   fax 727-847-8931 
rjohnson@jud6.org 
 
Pinellas County 
Cathy Fullerton, ADR Director 
501 First Avenue North, Room 420 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701 
727-582-7206   fax  727-582-7562  
cfullert@jud6.org 
 
7th Judicial Circuit 
 
Flagler, Putnam, St. Johns & 
Volusia Counties 
Robert Sterner 
Family Court Manager 
125 East Orange Avenue, Room 201 
Daytona Beach, FL  32114 
386-248-8181 x-2   fax 386-248-8183 
rsterner@circuit7.org 
 
8th Judicial Circuit 
 
Alachua County 
Robin Davis, ADR Director 
Nancy Huggard 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
201 East University Avenue, Ste. 303 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
325-491-4417   fax 352-381-0109 
nmh@circuit8.org  

mailto:Blanton.nancy@jud3.flcourts.org�
mailto:bwhite@circuit5.org�
mailto:rjohnson@jud6.org�
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9th Judicial Circuit 
 
Orange County 
Kathy Reuter, ADR Director 
425 N. Orange Avenue, Room 120 
Orlando, FL 32801 
407-836-2004   fax 407-836-2367 
ctadkr1@ocnjcc.org 
  
Osceola County 
Donna Dorer 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
2 Courthouse Square, Ste. 1400 
Kissimmee, FL  34741 
407-343-2451   fax 407-343-2444 
ctaddd3@ocnjcc.org 
 
10th Judicial Circuit  
 
Polk County 
Stevie Buck, ADR Director 
POB 9000, Drawer J112 
Bartow, FL 33831 
863-534-4698   fax 863-534-4073 
sbuck@jud10.flcourts.org 
 
11th Judicial Circuit 
 
Miami-Dade County 
Wayne Rosenthal, ADR Director 
73 West Flagler Street, Ste. 1800 
Miami, FL 33130 
305-349-7328 
wrosenthal@jud11.flcourts.org 
 
12th Judicial Circuit 
 
DeSoto, Manatee & Sarasota Counties 
Ann Olson, ADR Director 
POB 148927 
Sarasota, FL 34230 
941-861-4820   fax 941-861-4816 
aolson@scgov.net 
 

13th Judicial Circuit 
 
Hillsborough County 
Paul McGuire, ADR Director 
800 E. Twiggs Street, Room 208 
Tampa, FL 33602 
813-272-5642   fax 813-301-3707 
mcguirkp@fljud13.org 
 
14th Judicial Circuit 
 
Bay County 
Carol Dunaway, ADR Director 
POB 1089 
Panama City, FL 32402 
850-767-5497   fax 850-767-5159 
dunawayc@jud14.flcourts.org 
 
15th Judicial Circuit 
 
Palm Beach County 
Thomas Caprio, ADR Director 
205 North Dixie Highway, Ste. 6.2100 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
561-355-2739   fax 561-355-1505 
tcaprio@pbcgov.com 
 
16th  Judicial Circuit 
 
Monroe County 
Lourdes Leal 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
88820 Overseas Highway 
Tavernier, FL 33070 
305-853-7386   fax 305-853-7388 
nanicorp@hotmail.com 
 
17th Judicial Circuit 
 
Broward County 
W. Ernie Riland, ADR Director 
201 Southeast 6th Street, Rm 565 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
954-831-6075 or 954-831-6311 
fax 954-831-6079 
eriland@17th.flcourts.org 

mailto:sbuck@jud10.flcourts.org�
mailto:mcguirkp@fljud13.org�
mailto:dunawayc@jud14.flcourts.org�
mailto:tcaprio@pbcgov.com�
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18th Judicial Circuit 
 
Brevard County 
Mary Norwich, ADR Director 
The Moore Justice Center 
2825 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, 2nd Floor 
Viera, FL 32940 
321-690-6834   fax 321-617-7226 
mary.norwich@flcourts18.org 
 
Seminole County 
Cassa J. Robertson 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
301 North Park Avenue, Ste. N301 
Sanford, FL 32772 
407-665-4115   fax 407-665-4241 
cassa.robertson@flcourts18.org 
 
20th Judicial Circuit 
 
Charlotte & Lee Counties 
Bruce J. Waddell, ADR Director 
1700 Monroe Street 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
239-335-2347   fax 239-335-2697 
bwaddell@ca.cjis20.org 
 
Collier County 
Bryce Smink 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
3301 East Tamiami Trail 
Naples, FL 34112 
239-774-8704   fax 239-732-2771 
bsmink@ca.cjis20.org 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:mary.norwich@flcourts18.org�
mailto:cassa.robertson@�
mailto:bwaddell@ca.cjis20.org�
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Dependency Mediation Caseload 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

            

Circuit County  County Seat Cases Referred 
Cases 

Mediated Case Resolved 
            

Escambia  Pensacola 192 166 166 1st Santa Rosa Milton Not Available 
            

Gadsden Quincy  30 29 29 
Leon Tallahassee 243 180 153 2nd 
Liberty Bristol 2 2 2 

            
Columbia Lake City 91 78 70 
Dixie Cross City 22 17 15 
Hamilton Jasper 4 4 3 
Lafayette Mayo 1 1 1 
Madison Madison 7 7 7 
Suwannee Live Oak 28 25 24 

3rd 

Taylor Perry 4 4 4 
            

Clay Green Cove Springs 25 14 175 
Duval Jacksonville 239 200 150 4th 
Nassau Fernandina Beach 12 1 1 

            
Citrus Inverness 73 54 49 
Hernando Brooksville 46 42 38 
Lake Tavares 88 79 66 
Marion Ocala 486 436 364 

5th 

Sumter Bushnell 5 4 4 
            

Pasco Dade City 82 78 54 6th Pinellas Clearwater 64 52 36 
            

Flagler Bunnell 74 66 57 
Putnam Palatka 13 11 6 
St. Johns St. Augustine 32 27 21 7th 

Volusia Deland Data included in Flagler County's information 
            

Alachua Gainesville 302 263 222 
Baker Macclenny 1 1 0 
Bradford Starke 9 9 7 
Gilchrist Trenton 29 24 22 
Levy Bronson 43 38 35 

8th 

Union Lake Butler 1 1 1 
            

Orange Orlando  63 50 41 9th Osceola Kissimmee 136 93 69 
            

10th Polk Bartow 630 384 263 
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Dependency Mediation Caseload 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

            

Circuit County  County Seat Cases Referred 
Cases 

Mediated Case Resolved 
           

11th Miami-Dade Miami Not Available 107 Not Available 
            

Desoto Arcadia 6 6 6 
Manatee Bradenton Not Available 12th 
Sarasota Sarasota 8 5 4 

            
13th  Hillsborough Tampa 0 0 0 

  

14th Dependency Mediation for Bay, Calhoun, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,  and Washington Counties to 
begin Fall 2007   

            
15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach 197 134 107 

           
16th Monroe Key West 17 17 8 

            
17th Broward Ft. Lauderdale 1006 739 522 

            
Brevard Titusville  3 1 1 18th Seminole Sanford 42 38 32 

            
20th Lee Fort Myers 80 59 28 

            
Totals*   4436 3546 2863 
Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits.  Only those circuits and counties that provide or coordinate 
dependency mediation services are listed above. 
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Dependency Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

  
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types 
% of 

Cases 
  

Escambia Pensacola 
Okaloosa Crestview 1st 

Santa Rosa Milton 
Not Available 

       
Arraignment 90 Gadsden Quincy 
Termination 5 
Arraignment 90 
Adjudication 5 Leon Tallahassee 
Termination 5 
Arraignment 90 
Adjudication 5 

2nd 

Liberty Bristol 
Termination 5 

       
Shelter/Detention 5 
Arraignment 50 
Adjudication 30 
Disposition 5 

Columbia Lake City 

Termination 10 
Shelter/Detention 5 
Arraignment 50 
Adjudication 30 

Dixie Cross City 

Disposition 5 
Shelter/Detention 5 
Arraignment 50 
Adjudication 30 
Disposition 5 

Hamilton Jasper 

Termination 10 
Shelter/Detention 5 
Arraignment 50 
Adjudication 30 
Disposition 5 

Lafayette Mayo 

Termination 10 
Shelter/Detention 5 
Arraignment 50 
Adjudication 30 
Disposition 5 

3rd 

Madison Madison 

Termination 10 
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Dependency Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

  
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types 
% of 

Cases 
Shelter/Detention 5 
Arraignment 50 
Adjudication 30 
Disposition 5 

Suwannee Live Oak 

Termination 10 
Shelter/Detention 5 
Arraignment 50 
Adjudication 30 
Disposition 5 

Taylor Perry 

Termination 10 
       

Shelter/Detention 30 Clay Green Cove Springs 
Arraignment 25 
Arraignment 5 
Adjudication 15 
Disposition 70 

Duval Jacksonville 

Termination 10 
Adjudication 5 
Disposition 85 

4th 

Nassau Fernandina Beach 
Termination 10 

       
Arraignment 97 
Adjudication 1 Citrus Inverness 
Disposition 2 

Hernando Brooksville Arraignment 100 
Shelter/Detention 30 Lake Tavares 
Arraignment 70 
Shelter/Detention 42 
Arraignment 54 
Adjudication 1 
Disposition 2 

Marion Ocala 

Termination 1 
Shelter/Detention 45 

5th 

Sumter Bushnell 
Arraignment 55 

       
Adjudication 50 Pasco Dade City 
Termination 50 
Shelter/Detention 90 
Arraignment 5 

6th 
Pinellas Clearwater 

Disposition 5 
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Dependency Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

  
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types 
% of 

Cases 
         

Shelter/Detention 6 
Arraignment 63 
Adjudication 25 
Disposition 1 
Foster Care Review 1 

Flagler Bunnell 

Termination 4 
Arraignment 40 
Adjudication 20 Putnam Palatka 
Disposition 40 

St. Johns St. Augustine Arraignment 100 

7th 

Volusia Deland Data included in Flagler County's 
       

Shelter/Detention 1 
Arraignment 87 
Adjudication 5 
Disposition 1 

Alachua Gainesville 

Termination 7 
Disposition 100 Baker Macclenny 
Termination 100 
Arraignment 45 
Adjudication 11 Bradford Starke 
Termination 45 
Arraignment 92 Gilchrist Trenton 
Adjudication 8 
Arraignment 84 
Adjudication 11 Levy Bronson 
Termination 5 

8th 

Union Lake Butler Arraignment 100 
       

Orange Orlando Not Available 
Shelter/Detention 95 9th Osceola Kissimmee 
Other 5 

         
Adjudication 95 10th Polk Bartow 
Termination 5 

       
11th Miami-Dade Miami Not Available 
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Dependency Mediation Case Types 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

  
Ci

rcu
it 

County County Seat Case Types 
% of 

Cases 
Desoto Arcadia Adjudication 100 

Manatee Bradenton Not Available 
Adjudication 20 

12th 
Sarasota Sarasota 

Disposition 80 
       

13th Hillsborough Tampa No Cases Referred 
       

Shelter/Detention 11 
Arraignment 2 
Adjudication 63 
Disposition 4 
Foster Care Review 6 

15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach 

Termination 28 
       

Arraignment 30 
Adjudication 20 
Foster Care Review 30 

16th Monroe Key West 

Termination 20 
       

Arraignment 70 
Adjudication 15 
Disposition 5 

17th Broward Ft. Lauderdale 

Termination 10 
       

Brevard Titusville Adjudication 100 
Arraignment 5 18th Seminole Sanford 
Adjudication 95 

       
Shelter/Detention 30 
Arraignment 25 
Adjudication 20 
Disposition 15 
Foster Care Review 5 

20th Lee Fort Myers 

Termination 5 

Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits.  Only those circuits and counties that provide or coordinate dependency 
mediation services are listed above. 
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Dependency Mediation Personnel and Mediator Compensation 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

         
Ci

rc
ui

t 

County County Seat 
Mediator 

Type* 
No.  of Staff 
Mediators 

No. of Other 
Type Mediators 

(C / V) Compensation for Dependency Mediators 

      
Contractual 

Mediators Fee 
Cancellation/non 

Appearance 
Max Payment Per 

Case 
Escambia Pensacola C 0 4 $330 Per Case $70 Non-limited 
Okaloosa Crestview C 0 4 $330 Per Case $70 Non-limited 1st 

 Santa Rosa Milton C 0 1 $330 Per Case $70 Non-limited 
  

Franklin Apalachicola S / C 2 1 $200 Per Case $100 $0 
Gadsden Quincy S / C 2 1 $200 Per Case $100 $0 
Jefferson Monticello S / C 2 1 $200 Per Case $100 $0 
Leon Tallahassee S / C 2 1 $200 Per Case $100 $0 
Liberty Bristol S / C 2 1  $200 Per Case $100 $0 

2nd 

Wakulla Crawfordville S / C 2 1 $200 Per Case $100 $0 
  

Columbia Lake City S 2 0 $75 Per Hour $75 $0 
Dixie Cross City S 2 0 $75 Per Hour $75 $0 
Hamilton Jasper S 2 0 $75 Per Hour $75 $0 
Lafayette Mayo S 2 0 $75 Per Hour $75 $0 
Madison Madison S 2 0 $75 Per Hour $75 $0 
Suwannee Live Oak S 2 0 $75 Per Hour $75 $0 

3rd 

Taylor Perry S 2 0 $75 Per Hour $75 $0 
 

Clay Green Cove Springs S 1 0 $40 Per Session $75 $75 
Duval Jacksonville S 3 0 $0 $40 $0 4th 
Nassau Fernandina Beach C 0 1 $75 Per Session $75 $75 

        
Citrus Inverness S / C 1 1 $125 Per Hour $40 $0 
Hernando Brooksville S / C 1 2 $125 Per Hour $40 $0 
Lake Tavares C 0 5 $125 Per Hour $40 $0 
Marion Ocala C 0 13 $125 Per Hour $40 $0 

5th 

Sumter Bushnell C 0 2 $125 Per Hour $40 $0 
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Dependency Mediation Personnel and Mediator Compensation 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

         
Ci

rc
ui

t 

County County Seat 
Mediator 

Type* 
No.  of Staff 
Mediators 

No. of Other 
Type Mediators 

(C / V) Compensation for Dependency Mediators 

      
Contractual 

Mediators Fee 
Cancellation/non 

Appearance 
Max Payment Per 

Case 
Pasco Dade City C 0 8 $300 Per Session $50 $0 6th Pinellas Clearwater C 0 6 $300 Per Session $50 $0 

      
Flagler Bunnell S 2 0 $0 $0 $0 
Putnam Palatka S 1 0 $0 $0 $0 
St. Johns St. Augustine S 1 0 $0 $0 $0 7th 

Volusia Deland Data  included in Flagler County's information 
   

Alachua Gainesville S / C 2 6 $200 Per Session $75 $0 
Baker Macclenny S / C 2 6 $225 Per Session $75 $0 
Bradford Starke S / C 2 6 $225 Per Session $75 $0 
Gilchrist Trenton S / C 2 6 $225 Per Session $75 $0 
Levy Bronson S / C 2 6 $225 Per Session $75 $0 

8th 

Union Lake Butler S / C 2 6 $225 Per Session $75 $0 
 

Orange Orlando C 0 8 $150 Per Session $80 $0 9th Osceola Kissimmee C 8 0 $150 Per Session $80 $0 
   

10th Polk Bartow S 3 0 $0 $0 $0 
   

11th Miami-Dade Miami S 1 0 $0 $0 $0 
 

Desoto Arcadia S 1 0 $0 $0 $0 
Manatee Bradenton Dependency Mediation Available--No Cases Referred 12th 
Sarasota Sarasota S 1 0 $0 $0 $0 

 
13th Hillsborough Tampa Dependency Mediation Available--No Cases Referred 
 
15th Palm Beach West Palm Beach S 3 0 $0 $0 $0 
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Dependency Mediation Personnel and Mediator Compensation 
Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

         
Ci

rc
ui

t 

County County Seat 
Mediator 

Type* 
No.  of Staff 
Mediators 

No. of Other 
Type Mediators 

(C / V) Compensation for Dependency Mediators 

      
Contractual 

Mediators Fee 
Cancellation/non 

Appearance 
Max Payment Per 

Case 
16th Monroe Key West C 2 0 $250 Per Case Mileage $0 
 
17th Broward Ft. Lauderdale S / C 2 6 $50 Per Session $0 $0 
 

Brevard Titusville S 1 0 $0 $0 $0 18th Seminole Sanford S 2 0 $90 Per Hour $0 $0 
 
20th Lee Fort Myers C 0 3 $150 Per Hour $150 $0 
Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits.  Only those circuits and counties that provide/coordinate dependency mediation services are listed above. 

*S=Staff, C=Contract, V=Volunteer 
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CIRCUIT CIVIL MEDIATION INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Under the mediation statutes and rules, circuit civil mediation includes non-family civil cases over $15,000.  
The case types include contract, personal injury, auto negligence and professional malpractice.    Most civil 
trial judges in Florida refer at least part of their caseload to circuit civil mediation and it is not uncommon for 
judges to require an attempt at mediation prior to setting a trial date. 
 
Mediation parties have 10 days from the trial court=s order of referral to mediation to select a mediator who 
may or may not be certified [see Rule 1.720(f), Florida Rules of Civil Procedure].  If the parties do not make 
a selection, the court must appoint a certified mediator.  Generally, all parties are represented by counsel, 
who not only is required to attend the mediation, but frequently play a major role in the negotiations.  
Depending on case complexity, mediations may last from several hours to several days.   
 
Circuit civil mediation differs from the other areas of court-connected mediation in that mediation personnel 
play a limited role, if any, in administering and/or providing this type of mediation service.  The extent to 
which circuit civil mediation services are coordinated at the local level are contingent upon utilizing 
resources from other funded ADR programs, when and if available.  Generally, circuit civil mediation 
referrals go directly to the parties who select and compensate their own private mediators.  This unique 
dynamic presents a challenge for local courts when attempting to accurately report the number of referrals, 
mediations and cases resolved through circuit civil mediation.   While all judicial circuits utilize circuit civil 
mediation to some extent, only 7 of the 20 circuits were able to gather limited data on circuit civil mediation 
activities in FY 2005 and thus they are the only ones included in this section.    
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CIRCUIT CIVIL MEDIATION DIRECTORY 

 
6th Judicial Circuit 
 
Pasco County 
Rosalie Johnson 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
7530 Little Road West 
New Port Richey, FL 34654 
727-847-8174   fax 727-847-8931 
rjohnson@jud6.org 
 
Pinellas County 
Cathy Fullerton, ADR Director 
501 First Avenue North, Room 420 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-582-7206   fax 727-582-7562 
cfullert@jud6.org 
 
13th Judicial Circuit 
 
Hillsborough County 
Paul McGuire, ADR Director 
800 E. Twiggs Street, Room 208 
Tampa, FL 33602 
813-272-5642   fax 813-301-3707 
mcguirkp@fljud13.org 
 

18th Judicial Circuit 
 
Brevard County 
Ruth-Ann Smith 
Civil Court Coordinator 
2825 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, 2nd Floor 
Viera, FL 32940 
321-617-7314  fax 321-690-6870 
ruth-ann.smith@flcourts18.org 
 
Seminole County 
Cassa J. Robertson 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
301 North Park Avenue, Ste. N301 
Sanford, FL 32771 
407-665-4115   fax 407-665-4241 
crobertson@seminolecountyfl.gov 
 
19th Judicial Circuit 
 
St. Lucie County 
Rebecca Storrow 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
250 Northwest Country Club Drive 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 
772-871-5307   fax 772-871-5304 

16th Judicial Circuit 
 
Monroe County 
Lourdes Leal 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
88820 Overseas Highway 
Tavernier, FL 33070 
305-853-7386   fax 305-853-7388 
nanicorp@hotmail.com 
 
17th Judicial Circuit 
 
Broward County 
W. Ernie Riland, ADR Director 
201 Southeast 6th Street, Rm 565 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
954-831-6311  fax 954-831-6075 
eriland@17th.flcourts.org 
 

 
20th Judicial Circuit 
 
 Lee County 
Bruce J. Waddell, ADR Director 
1700 Monroe Street 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
239-335-2347   fax 239-335-2697 
bwaddell@ca.cjis20.org 
 

mailto:rjohnson@jud6.org�
mailto:cfullert@jud6.org�
mailto:ruth-ann.smith@flcourts18.org�
mailto:crobertson@seminolecountyfl.gov�
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Circuit Civil Mediation Caseload 

Fiscal Year 2005--2006 

            

Circuit County  County Seat 
Cases 

Referred 
Cases 

Mediated Case Resolved 
            Pasco Dade City 268 127 52 6th Pinellas Clearwater 1801 1611 809 
            13th Hillsborough Tampa 98 82 39 
            16th Monroe Key West 130 97 45 
            17th Broward Ft. Lauderdale 5431 3988 1620 
            Brevard Titusville  Not Available 18th Seminole Sanford 39 32 27 
            19th St. Lucie Fort Pierce 88 88 59 
            20th  Lee  Fort Myers 892 469 252 

Charlotte and Collier County's Data are included in Lee County's information 
 
Totals  8947 6494 2903 
Note:  Florida has 67 counties in 20 judicial circuits.  Only the circuits and counties that keep statistical information 
on circuit civil mediation services are listed above. 
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APPELLATE MEDIATION 
 
 

In the last ten years in Florida, the First, Fourth and Fifth District Courts of Appeal (DCA) have established 
appellate mediation programs.  In 2001, due to statewide budget restrictions, both the First and Fourth 
DCA’s appellate mediation programs ceased operations.  Mediations in these DCA’s were conducted by in-
house staff mediators.  The Fifth DCA’s appellate mediation program currently operates out of the appellate 
courthouse in Daytona Beach and utilizes private/contract mediators.  Mediators who are certified as family, 
dependency and/or circuit civil mediators are eligible to join the roster of mediators available for selection 
upon completion of an appellate mediation training sponsored by the DCA. 
 
Appellate mediation programs offer attorneys and their clients an avenue to negotiate a settlement of their 
disputes while simultaneously pursuing their appellate rights.  Chapter 44, Florida Statutes, authorizes the 
use of appellate mediation, and procedural operation is pursuant to administrative order adopted by the 
District Court.  At this time, the Supreme Court of Florida has not adopted certification requirements for 
appellate mediators.  
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APPELLATE MEDIATION SUMMARY 
 
 
5th District Court of Appeal 
 
Penny Cooper 
Fifth District Court of Appeal 
300 Beach Street 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
(386) 947-1547 
cooperp@flcourts.org 
 
 
 
Fifth District Court of Appeal Program Overview 
 
 

 
Category Number  

 Total Cases Considered for Mediation 398 

Total of Cases Unacceptable for Mediation 227 

Total of Cases Ordered to Mediation 147 

Total of Cases Impassed  61 

Total of Cases Dismissed After Mediation  59 
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ARBITRATION/VOLUNTARY TRIAL RESOLUTION 
 
 
State court arbitration is statutorily divided into two categories: court-ordered/non-binding and 
voluntary/binding.  Judges may assign non-binding arbitration cases to a single arbitrator or a panel of 
three.  In 1994, the Supreme Court of Florida adopted the Florida Rules for Court-Appointed Arbitrators 
which contain qualifications, standards of professional conduct and rules of discipline for court-appointed 
arbitrators.  While there are state guidelines for court-connected arbitration, there is no certification process 
through the Supreme Court for arbitrators.   
 
In 1999, the Florida Legislature amended Section 44.104, Florida Statues to include a procedure similar to 
voluntary binding arbitration, entitled voluntary trial resolution.  Under this option, parties may elect to have 
their case heard by a member of The Florida Bar who renders a decision in the case. Unlike voluntary 
binding arbitration, however; the trial resolution judge’s award is appealable directly to the appropriate 
appellate court. 
 
In July of 2004, the state took over the responsibility of funding of the court system which had previously 
been funded by individual counties.  The Florida Legislature did not appropriate funds or staff for court-
connected arbitration services.  The extents to which arbitration services are coordinated and offered at the 
local level are contingent upon utilizing resources from other funded ADR programs, when and if available.  
 
During FY 2005-2006, civil trial judges in Pasco and Pinellas (Circuit 6); Flagler, Putnam, St. Johns, and 
Volusia (Circuit 7); Hillsborough (Circuit 13), and in Broward (Circuit 17) referred 809 cases to non-binding 
arbitration. There was no voluntary trial resolution arbitration reported by any circuit. No program reported 
use of voluntary trial resolution or binding arbitration through the court. 
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ARBITRATION PROGRAM DIRECTORY 
 
 

6th Judicial Circuit 
 
Pasco County 
Rosalie Johnson 
Mediation Services Coordinator 
7530 Little Road West 
Pasco Judicial Center 
New Port Richey, FL 34654 
727-847-8174    
fax 727-847-8931 
rjohnson@jud6.org 
 
7th Judicial Circuit 
 
Flagler, Putnam,  
St. Johns & Volusia Counties 
Mark A. Weinberg 
Court Administrator 
125 East Orange Avenue 
Room 200 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
386-257-6097 
fax 386-257-6094 
mweinberg@circuit7.org 

13th Judicial Circuit 
 
Hillsborough County 
Paul McGuire, ADR Director 
800 E. Twiggs Street, Room 208 
Tampa, FL 33602 
813-272-5644 
fax 813-301-3707 
mcguirkp@fljud13.org 
 
17th Judicial Circuit 
 
Broward County 
W. Ernie Riland, ADR Director 
201 Southeast 6th Street, Room 565 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
954-831-6313 
fax 954-831-6079 
kjaime@17th.flcourts.org 

 

mailto:rjohnson@jud6.org�
mailto:mcguirkp@fljud13.org�
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Arbitration Program Overview 
Arbitration Caseload  

Fiscal Year 2005-2006 
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Arbitrators  
Single and/ 
or Panel Type Cases % 

% 
of Atty 

Representation 
                         
6th Pasco 3 1 0 0 1 0 1 parties Single Professional Malpractice 100 100 

     Professional Malpractice 50 Flagler 2 2 0 0 Not Available 0 2  judge Single Personal Injury 50 100 

Consumer Cases 33 Putnam 5 5 0 0 Not Available 0 4 parties and/or 
judge Single 

Contract 67 
100 

Consumer Cases 29 
Professional Malpractice 57 St. Johns 8 7 0 0 Not Available 0 7 parties and/or 

judge Single 
Real Property/Mortgage 

Foreclosure 14 
86 

Consumer Cases 25 
Contract 50 

Professional Malpractice 5 
Personal Injury 5 

Real Property/Mortgage 
Foreclosure 10 

7th 

Volusia 42 37 0 0 Not Available 0 0 parties and/or 
judge Single 

Other Civil 5 

90 

 Contract 5 
Personal Injury 75 13th Hillsborough 1 1 27 19 0 6 8 program 

chooses Single 
Civil 20 

100 

    Auto Negligence 25 
Consumer Cases 15 

Contract 25 
Professional Malpractice 10 

Personal Injury 10 
17th Broward 504 206 217 115 102 83 93 parties and/or 

judge Both 

PIP 15 

100 

    Totals 565 259 244 134 103 89 115  
*There was no voluntary trial resolution or binding arbitration reported by any circuit. 

 



 

 

 



 

Compendium 2005-06  19th Edition 81 ADR Organizations 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION ORGANIZATIONS  
 

ABA Dispute Resolution Section 
740 15th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005-1009 
202-662-1680  fax: 202-662-1683 
dispute@abanet.org 
 
AFCC 
6525 Grand-Teton Plaza 
Madison, WI 53719-1085 
608-664-3750 
afcc@afccnet.org 
 
Alabama Center for Dispute Resolution 
415 Dexter Avenue 
POB 671 
Montgomery, AL  36101 
334-269-409 fax:  334-261-6310 
jkeegan@alabar.org 
 
Alaska 
Karen Largent, DR Coordinator 
820 West 4th Avenue, Room 223 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
907-264-8236 fax: 907-264-8291 
klargent@courts.state.ak.us 
 
American Arbitration Association 
1633 Broadway, 10th Floor 
New York, NY  10019 
212-716-5800 fax: 212-716-5905 
websitemail@adr.org 
 
American Arbitration Association 
Miami Regional Office 
100 SE 2nd Street, Ste. 2300 
Miami, FL  33131-2151 
305-358-7777  fax:  305-358-4931 
orosaA@adr.org 
 

American Arbitration Association 
Orlando Regional Office 
315 East Robinson Street, Ste 290 
Orlando, FL  32801 
407-648-1185 fax:  407-649-8668 
 
American College of Civil Trial Mediators 
20 North Orange Avenue, Ste. 600 
Orlando, FL 32801 
407-843-5880    fax: 407-425-7905 
acctm@grbnet.com 
 
Arizona Dispute Resolution Office 
Superior Court of Arizona 
201 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ  85003-2205 
602-506-7884   fax:  602-506-5836 
 
Arkansas ADR Commission 
625 Marshall Street 
Little Rock, AR  72201-1020 
501-682-9400 fax:  501-682-9410 
 
Association for Conflict Resolution 
1015 18th NW, Ste 1150 
Washington, DC  20036 
202-464-9700 fax: 202-464-9720 
acr@acrnet.org 
 
Association of South Florida  
Mediators and Arbitrators 
1051 Southeast 3rd  Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, FL  33316 
954-764-8040 ext. 202    fax:  954-764-8060 
www.asfma.org 

mailto:dispute@abanet.org�
mailto:afcc@afccnet.org�
mailto:jkeegan@alabar.org�
mailto:klargent@courts.state.ak.us�
mailto:websitemail@adr.org�
mailto:acctm@grbnet.com�
mailto:acr@acrnet.org�
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CADRE [Consortium for Appropriate 
Dispute Resolution in Special Education] 
POB 51360 
Eugene, OR  97405-0906 
541-626-5060 fax:  541-284-4740 TDD 
cadre@dorectionservice.org 

Federal Mediation & Conciliation Service 
2100 K Street NW 
Washington, DC  20427 
202-606-8100    fax: 202-606-4251 
www.fmcs.gov 
 

 
California Dispute Resolution Office 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102-3660 
415-865-7691    fax: 415-8765-7664 
 
Center for Analysis of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution Systems (CAADRS) 
11 East Adams, Ste. 500 
Chicago, IL 60603 
312-922-6475 ext. 924    fax: 312- 922-6763  
 
Colorado Office of Dispute Resolution 
Colorado Judicial Department 
1301 Pennsylvania Street, Ste 110 
Denver, CO  80203-2416 
303-837-3667  fax: 303-837-2340 
csavage@usa.net 
 
CPR International Institute Conflict 
Prevention and Resolution 
575  Lexington Avenue, 21st Floor 
New York, NY  10022 
212-949-6490   fax: 212-949-8859 
info@cpradr.org  
 
Delaware ADR Office 
38 The Green 
Dover, DE  19901 
302-793-8431    fax: 302-739-6193 
Margaret.derrickson@state.de.us 

Florida Academy of Professional Mediators 
POB 488 
Archer, FL  32618-0488 
800-808-8494    fax: 352-373-6515 
fapmgayle@aol.com 
 
Florida Chapter ACR 
POB 25443  
Sarasota, FL  34277 
941-925-0326    fax: 941-923-3146 
 
Florida Chapter AFCC 
1500 Colonial Blvd, Ste 104 
Fort Myers, FL  33907 
305-349-5575   fax:  305-349-5634 
www.flafcc.org 
 
Florida Conflict Resolution Consortium 
Morgan Bldg, Ste 236 
2035 E. Paul Dirac Drive 
Tallahassee, FL  32310 
850-644-6320    fax: 850-644-4968 
http://consensus.fsu.edu 
 
Florida Dispute Resolution Center 
Supreme Court Building 
Tallahassee, FL  32399 
850-921-2910     
fax: 850-922-9290 
drcmail@flcourts.org 
 

 
Georgia Office of Dispute Resolution 
244 Washington Street SE, Suite 423 
Atlanta, GA  30334-5900 
404-463-3788    fax: 404-463-3790 
taaffel@supreme.courts.state.ga.us 

Kansas Office of Judicial Administration 
301 W 10th Street 
Topeka, KS  66612-1507 
785-291-3748   fax: 785-296-1804 
thompson@kscourts.org 
 

mailto:csavage@usa.net�
mailto:fapmgayle@aol.com�
http://consensus.fsu.edu/�
mailto:thompson@kscourts.org�
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Hawaii Center for Alternative Dispute Resolution 
417 S King Street, Room 207 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
808-539-4237    fax: 808-539-4416 
cadr@courts.state.hi.us 
 
Indiana Conflict Resolution Institute 
Indiana University 
SPEA 322 
1315 East 10th Street 
Bloomington, IN  47405-7802 
812-855-1618   fax: 812-856-6031 

Maryland Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office 
900 Commerce Rd 
Annapolis, MD  21401 
410-841-2260   
fax:  410-841-2261 
rachel.wohl@courts.state.md.us 
 
Massachusetts Court-Connected  
Dispute Resolution Services 
9th Floor 2 Center Plaza 
Boston, MA  02108 
617-878-0339 
 

Institute for International Mediation and  
Conflict Resolution 
1424 K Street NW, Suite 650 
Washington, DC  20005 
202-347-2042    fax: 202-347-2440 
info@iimcr.org 
 

Michigan Supreme Court 
State Court Administrative Office 
POB 30048 
Lansing, MI  48909-7548 
517-373-4839     fax: 517-373-5478 
cdrp@courts.mi.gov 

International Academy of Mediators 
250 Consumers Rd, Ste. 301 
Toronto, Ontario 
M2J4V6 
Canada 
416-494-1440 ext. 227   fax: 413-495-8723 
rlevine@iamed.org 
 
Iowa Peace Institute 
Harry Hopkins 201 
Grinnel College 
Grinnel, IA 50112 
641-269-4637 
 
Key Bridge Foundation 
5335 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Ste. 440 
Washington, DC  20015 
202-274-1822 fax: 800-630-1415TDD 
 
Maine Court Alternative  
Dispute Resolution Service (CADRES) 
147 New Meadows Rd 
West Bath, ME  04530 
207-442-0227    fax: 207-442-0228 
diane.kenty@state.me.us 

Minnesota Alternative Dispute Resolution 
120 Minnesota Judicial Center 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
651-297-7590 fax:  651-297-1173 
 
Montana Consensus Council 
1301 Lockey Ste. 301 
Helena, MT  59620-0801 
406-444-9838    
fax:  406-444-4418 
juedwards@state.mu.us 
 
Multi-Door Dispute Resolution Division of DC 
D. C. Superior Court 
515 Fifth Street., N.W. Ste. 105 
Washington, D. C.  200001 
202-879-1579 
 
National Association for Community Mediation 
1527 New Hampshire Avenue NW 
Washington, DC  20036 
202-667-9700   fax:  202-667-8629 
nafcm@nafcm.org 
 

mailto:info@iimcr.org�
mailto:nafcm@nafcm.org�
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National Center For State Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, VA  23185-4147 
800-616-6164 fax:  757-564-2022 
knowledge@ncsc.dni.us 
 

Ohio Office of Dispute Resolution 
65 South Front Street, 6th Floor 
Columbus, OH  43215-3431 
614-387-9420   fax:  614-387-9409 
mediate@sconet.state.oh.us 

New Jersey Association of Professional 
Mediators 
203 Towne Center Drive 
Hillsborough, NJ  08844-4693 
800-981-4800 
inform@njapm.org 

Oklahoma Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Systems  
1915 North Stiles Avenue, Ste. 305 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 
405-521-2450  fax:  405-521-6815 
sue.tate@oscn.net 
 

New Jersey CDR Programs 
POB 988 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
609-984-2337 
thomas.farrell@judiciary.state.nj.us 
 

Oregon Judicial Department 
1163 State Street 
Salem, OR  97300-2563 
503-986-5500   fax:  503-986-5503 
ojd.info@ojd.state.or.us 
 

New York State Council on Divorce Mediation 
585 Stewart Avenue, Ste. 610 
Garden City, NY  11530 
800-891-2646   fax:  516-745-5745 
questions@nyscdm.org 
 

Peace Education Foundation 
1900 Biscayne Blvd 
Miami, FL  33132 
305-576-5075    
fax:  305-576-3106 
 

New York State Office of ADR Programs 
25 Beaver Street, 8th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
212-428-2863  fax:  212-428-2696 
dweitz@courts.state.ny.us 
 
North Carolina Dispute Resolution Commission 
POB 2448 
Raleigh, NC  27602 
919-981-5077   fax:  919-981-5048 
leslie.ratliff@nccourts.org 
 
Ohio Commission on Dispute Resolution and 
Conflict Management 
77 South High Street, 24th Floor 
Columbus, OH  43215-6108 
614-752-9595  fax:  614-752-9682 
mmone@cdr.state.ohio.us 
 

Peace Web/NCPCR  
Philly Office 
3070 Bristol Pike, Ste. 116 
Bensalem, PA  19020 
215-245-6993 fax: 215-245-6994 
 
Peace Web/NCPCR 
1718 E. Speedway, PMB #305 
Tucson, AZ  85719 
520-670-1541   fax:  520-884-9676 
peaceweb@apeacemaker.net 
 
Policy Consensus Initiative (PCI) 
POB 1762 
Portland, OR  97207 
503-725-9079   fax:  503-725-9099 
chris@policyconsensus.org 
 

 

mailto:knowledge@ncsc.dni.us�
mailto:mediate@sconet.state.oh.us�
mailto:ojd.info@ojd.state.or.us�
mailto:dweitz@courts.state.ny.us�
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Program on Negotiation 
Harvard Law School 
513 Pound Hall 
Cambridge, MA  02138 
617-495-1684   fax:  617-495-7818 
pon@law.harvard.edu 
 
South Carolina Bar Association 
950 Taylor Street 
Columbia, SC  29202 
803-799-6653 ext. 159   fax:  803-799-4118 
andrew.walsh@scbar.org 
 
State Justice Institute 
1650 King Street, Ste. 600 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
703-684-6100   fax:  703-684-7618 
 
Tennessee Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Commission 
511 Union Street, Ste. 600 
Nashville, TN  37243-0607 
615-741-2687  fax:  615-741-6285 
 

 
 
 
 

Texas Center for Public Policy Dispute 
Resolution 
727 East Dean Keeton Street 
Austin, TX  78705 
512-471-3507  fax:  512-232-1191 
jsummer@mail.law.utexas 
 
Western Justice Center Foundation 
55 South Grand Avenue 
Pasadena, CA  91105 
626-584-7494  fax:  626-568-8223 
info@westernjustice.org 
 

 

Wisconsin Association of Mediators 
POB 44578 
Madison, WI  53744-4578 
608-848-1970  fax:  608-848-9266 
wam@mailbag.com 

 

mailto:pon@law.harvard.edu�
mailto:Andrew.walsh@scbar.org�
mailto:info@westernjustice.org�
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FLORIDA’S ADR HISTORY 
 

1970’s 
5-1975 First Citizen Dispute Settlement (CDS) Program created in Florida began operation in Dade County. 
 
10-1975 First Juvenile Arbitration/Mediation Program created in Florida began operating in Duval County. 
 
4-1976 Legislation on citizen dispute settlement and juvenile arbitration filed in the Florida Legislature for the first 

time. 
 
6-1977 Juvenile arbitration statute passed with an effective date of July 1, 1977. 
  
7-1977 Supreme Court received federal grant to establish a state-level office responsible for providing technical 

assistance, research and training to courts relating to citizen dispute settlement and other dispute resolution 
alternatives. 

 
1-1978 Chief Justice Overton appointed first Supreme Court Committee on Dispute Resolution Alternatives and 

designated Justice Hatchett as its chairman. 
 
3-1978 First meeting of the Supreme Court Committee on Dispute Resolution Alternatives (the Committee went on 

to meet 18 times over the next two years and concluded its work in December of 1981). 
 
4-1978 First legislation on family mediation is filed in the Florida Legislature. 
 
1-1979 First edition of the Citizen Dispute Settlement Guidelines Manual published. 
 
2-1979 First Family Mediation Program created in Florida began operating in Dade County. 
 
6-1979 First statewide conference on Dispute Resolution Alternatives sponsored by the Supreme Court held in 

Orlando. 
 
6-1979 First public information film on citizen dispute settlement produced and made available to courts and county 

officials to assist in promoting the establishment of citizen dispute settlement programs. 
 

1980’s 
 
8-1980 First empirical evaluation report of CDS Programs in Florida published. 
 
9-1980 First empirical evaluation of juvenile mediation/arbitration programs published. 
 
1-1981 Second edition of the Citizen Dispute Settlement Guideline Manual published. 
 
3-1981 First Citizen Dispute Settlement Mediator Training Manual, Instructor’s Guide for Training Mediators, and 

four mediation training videotapes published and distributed to all existing CDS programs. 
 
10-1981 First statewide Mediator Training Program sponsored by the Supreme Court held in Orlando. 
 
6-1982 Family mediation statute passed with an effective date of June 1, 1982. 
 
1-1983 Supreme Court’s Matrimonial Law Commission issued final report and recommended mandatory mediation 

of all custody/visitation issues in a dissolution of marriage proceeding. 
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1980’s  (Continued) 
 
6-1983 First Summary Jury Trial held in Florida in the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit. 
 
7-1983 Supreme Court received federal grant to study juvenile arbitration programs in Florida. Final report of this 

project published in March 1984. 
 
7-1984 The Florida Legislature created the Study Commission on Alternative Dispute Resolution. 
 
3-1985 Study Commission on Alternative Dispute Resolution issued first report recommending comprehensive 

mediation/arbitration program for Florida’s trial courts. 
 
6-1985 CDS statute passed with an effective date of October 1, 1985. 
 
1-1986 First Circuit Civil Mediation Program began operations in Lee County. 
 
1-1986 Florida Dispute Resolution Center (DRC) created by the Supreme Court and Florida State University 

College of Law. Mike Bridenback named director; Jim Alfini named director of education and research. 
 
2-1986 Study Commission on Alternative Dispute Resolution issued final report which included proposed legislation 

on court-ordered mediation and arbitration. 
 
4-1986 Legislation encompassing the Alternative Dispute Resolution Study Commission’s recommendations filed 

for the first time in the Florida Legislature. 
 
7-1986 DRC issued first newsletter. 
 
12-1986 DRC received grant from the Florida Bar Foundation to evaluate summary jury trial process. 
 
6-1987 Comprehensive mediation/arbitration statute passed with an effective date of January 1, 1988.  
 
6-1987 Legislature approved funding of an ADR Demonstration Project in the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit. 
 
7-1987 Chief Justice McDonald appointed special committee to draft court rules in response to the passage of 

court-ordered mediation/arbitration statute. 
 
7-1987 First Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
10-1987 Mediation/Arbitration Committee submitted proposed mediation/ arbitration rules to Supreme Court. Oral 

arguments held December 1987.  
 
2-1988 DRC sponsored national seminar on mediation in the judicial environment funded by a grant from the 

National Institute for Dispute Resolution. 
 
4-1988 First Arbitration Training Program sponsored by the DRC was held in response to the training requirement 

set forth in court rules. 
 
6-1988 ADR Pilot Project began operating in Thirteenth Judicial Circuit. 
 
6-1988 Chief Justice McDonald appointed Committee on Mediation and Arbitration Training and the first Mediation 

Training Programs sponsored by the Supreme Court were held in response to the training requirements set 
forth in the court rules relating to mediation. 
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1980’s  (Continued) 
 
8-1988 Sharon Press hired as associate director of the DRC. 
 
1-1989 County Judges Conference on Mediation Skills held in Jacksonville. 
 
2-1989 First statewide Mediation/Arbitration Program Directors Meeting held. 
 
2-1989 Additional training program standards recommended to Supreme Court.  Effective date: September 1989. 
 
4-1989 First use of packaged county mediation training program in Pensacola. Package containing mediation 

manual, trainer’s manual and tapes sent to all county mediation programs. 
 
5-1989 Mediation/arbitration supplemental legislation passed—absolute immunity granted to all court mediators and 

arbitrators; arbitration fee $200 per day; county court filing fee authorized for funding mediation program, 
and restriction on referrals to family mediation. Effective January 1, 1990. 

 
6-1989 First county Train-the-Trainer Program held in Tallahassee. 
 
7-1989 Second Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
8-1989 Supreme Court appointed Standing Committee on Mediation/Arbitration Rules to look into legislation, rule 

revisions, and standard of conduct for mediators and arbitrators. 
 
8-1989 Monograph on Summary Jury Trials published. 
 
9-1989 Additional mediation training program standards became effective—all trainers to re-apply for certification. 
 
10-1989 Public hearing on rule changes held in Orlando. 
 
12-1989 Supreme Court Standing Committee on Mediation and Arbitration Rules submits final report on 

recommended rule changes and a standard of conduct for mediators to the court. 
 

1990’s 
 
1-1990 DRC hired as consultants to the Legislative Study Commission on Mobile Homes to study dispute resolution 

mechanisms for mobile homes. 
 
2-1990 Oral argument on the proposed rule revisions. 
 
3-1990 Pilot train-the-trainer program for family and circuit mediation trainers. 
 
4-1990 Consultant’s report on dispute resolution system for mobile homes submitted to the Legislative Study 

Commission on Mobile Homes.   
 
6-1990 1990 Legislature passed amendments to Chapter 44, effective October 1, 1990. Changes include statewide 

certification, authorization for increased funding potential and reorganization of the chapter. 
 
6-1990 Supreme Court of Florida issues opinion number 75,151 adopting revisions to the Florida Rules of Civil 

Procedure. Effective July 1990. 
 
7-1990 Third Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
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1990’s  (Continued) 
 
12-1990 Statewide certification of mediators initiated. 
 
4-1991 Sharon Press promoted to director of the DRC. 
 
7-1991 Fourth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
8-1991 Jim Alfini resigned as the director of education and research to become dean of Northern Illinois College of 

Law. 
 
9-1991 Former Chief Justice Raymond Ehrlich appointed jurist-in-residence for FSU College of Law. Coordination 

with and study of the Dispute Resolution Center one component of his appointment. 
 
10-1991 Sharon Press elected regional vice-president for the Southeast Region of the Society for Professionals in 

Dispute Resolution. 
 
11-1991 Supreme Court Committee on Mediation and Arbitration Rules submitted report and final recommendations 

for Standards of Conduct and Rules of Discipline for all Supreme Court certified and court-appointed 
mediators.  Oral arguments scheduled for April 1992. 

 
11-1991 Sharon Press invited to travel to Argentina and Uruguay as AmPart funded by the Argentine Ministry of 

Justice and US AID. Press conducted mediation and negotiation training, delivered lecture on ADR and 
interviewed for national news media.  

 
1-1992 DRC conducted first school mediation training program in Leon County.  Ten Cobb Middle School students 

and a teacher coordinator trained. 
 
1-1992 DRC assisted Informal Dispute Resolution Division of Worker’s Compensation in developing 

mediation/negotiation training program for staff. Training conducted from January through June. 
   
2-1992 DRC initiated conflict resolution curriculum in Leon County Elementary School (Kate Sullivan). 
 
4-1992 County mediation training held in Osceola County to begin new program. 
 
4-1992 Professor Mack Player named new director of education and research for DRC. 
 
5-1992 Florida Supreme Court released opinion adopting Standards of Conduct and Rules of Discipline for 

Supreme Court Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators. Effective immediately. 
 
6-1992 County mediation training held in Orange County to begin new program. 
 
7-1992 Fifth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
9-1992 DRC debuted its first statewide conference for mediators and arbitrators entitled Ethics in Dispute 

Resolution. 
 
12-1992 Chief Justice made first appointments to the Mediator Qualifications Board.  Regional meetings held in 

Tallahassee, Tampa and Fort Lauderdale. 
 
1-1993 County mediation training held in Seminole County to begin new program. 
 
5-1993 County mediation training held in Alachua County to begin new program. 
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1990’s  (Continued) 
 
6-1993 Justice in the 21st Century Conference held in Tampa. 
 
6-1993 Florida representatives attended National Institute Technical Assistance Workshop for Southern States. 
 
7-1993 Sixth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
8-1993 Supreme Court Standing Committee on Mediation and Arbitration Rules submitted petition for revisions to 

the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure including rule amendments for county mediation procedure; a proposed 
code of conduct and rules of discipline for court arbitrators; and recommendation for the creation of a 
Mediator Qualifications Advisory Panel to provide advisory interpretations of the Florida Rules for Certified 
and Court-Appointed Mediators. 

 
8-1993 Second annual statewide DRC conference for mediators and arbitrators entitled Co-Authoring the Future 

held.  
 
8-1993 First grievance filed for review by the Mediator Qualifications Board. 
 
12-1993 First annual meeting of the Mediator Qualifications Board held. 
 
1-1994 Florida Bar Foundation awarded two-year grant to the Dade County Office of Public Service to establish Pro 

Se Divorce Mediation Pilot Project. 
 
3-1994 County mediation training held in Citrus County to begin new program.   
 
3-1994 Legislature created dependency and in-need-of-services mediation.  Effective December 1995. 
 
4-1994 Florida Supreme Court released opinion adopting revisions to Florida Rules of Civil Procedure and Florida 

Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators and adopting Florida Rules for Court-Appointed 
Arbitrators.  Changes effective July 1, 1994. 

 
5-1994 Public hearing on revisions to the mediation training program standards held by Florida Supreme Court 

Committee on Mediation/Arbitration Training. 
 
7-1994 First Mediator Qualification Advisory Panel appointed. 
 
7-1994 Seventh Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
7-1994 Mack Player resigned as director of education and research to become dean of Santa Clara Law School. 

Jean Sternlight, assistant professor at FSU College of Law, appointed as new director of education and 
research. 

 
7-1994 Justice Parker Lee McDonald, liaison to the Mediation & Arbitration committees, retired from the court.   
 
8-1994 First meeting of the Mediator Qualifications Advisory Panel. 
 
8-1994 Third annual statewide DRC conference for mediators and arbitrators Past the First Glance: The ADR 

Profession Evolving held. 
 
11-1994 County mediation training held in St. Lucie County to begin new program. 
 
12-1994 County court mediation training held in Leon County for the inaugural class serving the needs of the new 

Neighborhood Justice Center. 
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1990’s  (Continued) 
 
12-1994 Justice Charles T. Wells appointed as liaison to the Supreme Court mediation and arbitration committees. 
 
1-1995 DRC’s re-designed newsletter, The Resolution Report, makes its debut. 
 
3-1995 The Supreme Court Committee on Mediation and Arbitration Rules submitted revisions to the grievance 

procedures under the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators. 
 
3-1995 County mediation training held in Duval County to begin new program. 
 
5-1995 DRC sponsored Juvenile Arbitration training in Leon County. 
 
5-1995 Florida Legislature adopted immunity provisions for all persons appointed to assist the Supreme Court in 

performing its mediator and arbitrator disciplinary functions. 
 
6-1995 County mediation training held in Lake County to begin new program. 
 
7-1995 Eighth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
8-1995 Mediation Works: Make It Work For You, a divorce mediation orientation video produced by the DRC, made 

available for distribution. 
 
8-1995 Fourth annual statewide DRC conference for mediators and arbitrators Communication: Beyond the Spoken 

Word held. 
 
10-1995 Revisions to the mediator grievance procedure under the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed 

Mediators adopted.  Effective immediately. 
 
11-1995 Family Law Rules of Procedure adopted with January 1996 effective date.   
 
12-1995 Training Standards and Procedures adopted by the Supreme Court of Florida. 
 
1-1996 Family Law Rules of Procedure effective.  Family mediation rules of procedure moved from 1.740, Florida 

Rules of Civil Procedure, to 12.740 - 12.741, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure. 
 
4-1996 Training Standards and Procedures effective. Includes Training and Certification Orientation and How to 

Critique a Role Play videos produced by DRC. 
 
6-1996 Governor Lawton Chiles proclaimed June 1, 1996, as Mediation Day in the state of Florida.   
 
7-1996 Ninth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
8-1996 Fifth annual statewide DRC Conference for mediators and arbitrators The Difference in a Decade: The DRC 

Celebrates Ten Years held. 
 
1-1997 DRC received special award for Distinguished Contributions to the Field and Future of Dispute Resolution 

from the CPR Institute for Dispute Resolution.  
 
1-1997 County Mediation Training Program held for new Flagler County program. 
 
4-1997 Domestic Violence referral language in Chapter 44, Florida Statutes amended. 
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1990’s  (Continued) 
 
5-1997 Mediation Programs for county and family judges conducted at Advanced Judicial Studies, Florida Judges’ 

College. 
 
6-1997 Oral Argument on Proposed Dependency Mediation Rules. 
 
6-1997 First meeting of the Mediation Training Review Board. 
 
7-1997 Tenth Edition of Florida Mediation /Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
7-1997 Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators amended to include qualifications for dependency 

mediators.  Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure amended to include procedural rules for dependency 
mediation. 

 
9-1997 DRC holds annual conference in conjunction with the international Society of Professionals in Dispute 

Resolution’s (SPIDR) annual conference, The Evolution of Dispute Resolution: SPIDR’s Silver Anniversary. 
 
10-1997 Governor Lawton Chiles proclaimed October 20-26, 1997, as Mediation Week in the state of Florida. 
 
2-1998 First meeting of the Committee on Mediation and Domestic Violence. 
 
3-1998 Mediation Training Standards and Procedures amended to include training standards for dependency 

mediation training programs. 
 
6-1998 Eleventh Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
6-1998 County mediation training held for new Columbia County program. 
 
7-1998 Seventh annual statewide DRC conference for mediators and arbitrators Creating a Connection held. 
  
9-1998 First of three statewide DRC dependency mediation training programs conducted in Tampa. 
 
10-1998 Governor Lawton Chiles proclaimed October 24-30, 1998, as Mediation Week in the state of Florida. 
 
12-1998 Second statewide DRC dependency mediation training program conducted in Orlando. 
 
1-1999 Third and final statewide DRC dependency mediation training program conducted in Fort Lauderdale. 
 
5-1999 Tort Reform legislation adopted; effective October 1, 1999.     
 
5-1999 Justice R. Fred Lewis named as liaison to Supreme Court Mediation and Arbitration Committees.  
 
5-1999 Professor Jean Sternlight resigned as director of education and research to become a professor of law at 

the University of Missouri. 
 
5-1999 The Supreme Court Committee on Mediation and Arbitration Rules submitted petition to amend the Florida 

Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators. 
 
6-1999 DRC held its first County Mediator’s Summit on June 3-4 at the Sheraton Sand Key Resort on Clearwater 

Beach.  
 
8-1999 Twelfth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
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1990’s  (Continued) 
 
8-1999 Eighth annual DRC conference for family, dependency and circuit mediators and arbitrators Take the High 

Road: ADR Paves the Way held. 
 
10-1999 Tort Reform legislation became effective revising Chapter 44, Mediation Alternatives to Judicial Action, to 

include a new ADR method, trial resolution judge. 
 
11-1999 Governor Jeb Bush proclaimed November 5, 1999, as Mediation Day in the state of Florida. 
 

2000’s 

 
2-2000 The Supreme Court of Florida published the amendments to the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-

Appointed Mediators with an effective date of April 1, 2000. 
 
4-2000 The amendments to the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators became effective. The 

Mediator Qualifications Advisory Panel is renamed the Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee and the 
Qualifications Complaint Committee is created to reside over certification questions of good moral character.  

 
6-2000 Statewide DRC dependency mediation training program conducted in Tampa. 
 
7-2000 Thirteenth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
7-2000 First Qualifications Complaint Committee case referred. 
  
8-2000 The ninth annual statewide DRC Conference for Mediators and Arbitrators: Spanning the Spectrum held at 

the Rosen Plaza in Orlando. 
 
11-2000 Governor Bush proclaimed November 1-7, 2000, as Mediation Week in the state of Florida. 
 
1-2001 ADR+ Subcommittee of the Family Courts Steering Committee created, DRC to staff. 
 
1-2001 Sharon Press received 8th Excellence in Conflict Resolution Award from the Florida Conflict Resolution 

Consortium. 
  
3-2001 Justice Teaching Institute which included ADR sessions.  
 
3-2001 First complaint filed with the Mediation Training Review Board. 
 
6-2001 Chief Justice Wells creates Supreme Court Committee on ADR Rules as successor to the Committee on 

Mediation and Arbitration Rules, Judge Shawn Briese named as chair. Chief Justice Wells creates Supreme 
Court Committee on ADR Policy as successor to the Committee on Mediation and Arbitration Training, 
Judge Janet Ferris named as chair. 

 
8-2001 Fourteenth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
8-2001 The tenth annual statewide DRC Conference for Mediators and Arbitrators Dialogue and Diversity held at 

the Rosen Plaza in Orlando. 
 
8-2001 The Uniform Mediation Act was adopted by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State 

Laws. 
 
11-2001 Mediation Week in Florida is proclaimed by Governor Bush. 
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1-2001 Robin L. Lubitz was named State Courts Administrator of Florida. 
 
4-2002 Continuing Mediator Education (CME) became effective for all certified mediators. 
 
6-2002 The Family Court Steering Committee submitted a petition to the Supreme Court of Florida to amend rule 

12.610, Florida Family Rules of Civil Procedure. 
 
8-2002 The eleventh annual statewide DRC Conference for Mediators and Arbitrators Making An Impact: 

Empowerment Through Education held at the Rosen Plaza in Orlando. 
 
8-2002 Fifteenth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
10-2002 Justice Charles Wells designated as Supreme Court liaison to the Committee on ADR Rules and Committee 

on ADR Policy. 
 
11-2002 November 1 -7 is proclaimed by Governor Bush as Mediation Week in Florida.  
 
2-2003 County mediation training held for new Gadsden County mediation program. 
 
5-2003 Rule 12.610, Florida Family Rules of Civil Procedure, amended to restrict use of mediation in domestic 

violence injunction cases. 
 
5-2003 House Bill 113A, implementing Article V/Revision 7, enacted.  Of particular significance, mediation and 

arbitration included on list of elements to be paid for by the state beginning in July 2004. 
 
7-2003 Lisa Goodner named the State Court Administrator for Florida.  
 
7-2003 Justice Anstead entered Administrative Order merging ADR Committees to create the Supreme Court 

Committee on ADR Rules and Policy co-chaired by Judge Shawn Briese and Judge Janet Ferris. 
 
8-2003 First meeting of the ADR Rules and Policy Committee. 
      
8-2003 Sixteenth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
10-2003 DRC holds annual conference in conjunction with the Association for Conflict Resolution entitled The World 

of Conflict Resolution: A Mosaic of Possibilities.  
 
11-2003 November 1 -7 is proclaimed by Governor Bush as Mediation Week in Florida.  
 
7-2004 Chapter 44, Florida Statutes, Mediation Alternatives to Judicial Action, is revised in the areas of arbitrator 

compensation, funding of mediation and arbitration programs and mediation confidentiality.   
 
7-2004 Article V, Revision 7 constitutional amendment becomes effective implementing statewide funding of the 

court system including mediation and arbitration. 
 
7-2004 Seventeenth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
8-2004 The thirteenth annual statewide DRC Conference for Mediators and Arbitrators: Framing Our Future held at 

the Rosen Centre in Orlando. 
 
11-2004 November 1-7 is proclaimed by Governor Bush as Mediation Week in Florida.  
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11-2004 The Supreme Court ADR Rules and Policy Committee submitted its final report and recommendations 

relating to senior judges serving as mediators to the Florida Supreme Court.  
 
3-2005 Legislative proclamation honoring county volunteer mediators sponsored by House Representative John 

Quinones. 
 
5-2005 The Supreme Court ADR Rules and Policy Committee submitted amendments to the Rules for Certified and 

Court-Appointed Mediators and the Administrative Order Governing Certification to the Florida Supreme 
Court.  Amendments to the qualifications for mediator certification and rules of discipline are recommended.  

 
5-2005 The Resolution Report Online, debuts on www.flcourts.org. 
 
6-2005 The Florida Supreme Court conducts oral argument on the Senior Judges Serving as Mediators Report.  

The Honorable Shawn Briese, Chair, of the ADR Rules and Policy Committee, appears on behalf of the 
committee. 

 
7-2005 Chapter 44, Florida Statutes, Mediation Alternatives to Judicial Action, is modified in the areas of arbitrator 

compensation and funding of mediation and arbitration programs.   
 
7-2005 Eighteenth Edition of Florida Mediation/Arbitration Programs: A Compendium published. 
 
8-2005 First Edition of the ADR Resource Handbook published. 
 
8-2005 The fourteenth annual statewide DRC Conference for Mediators and Arbitrators: Great Expectations is held 

at the Rosen Centre in Orlando. 
 
10-2005 October 16-22 is proclaimed by Governor Bush as Mediation Week in Florida. 
 
10-2005  County mediation training held in Hernando County to begin a new mediation program.  
 
11-2005 Supreme Court issued its opinion In Re: Report of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules and Policy 

Committee on Senior Judges as Mediators, SC04-2482.  The opinion requires senior judges who are 
mediators to become certified mediators 

.  
2-2006 Oral Argument in SC05-998 ADR Rules and Policy Committee petition to amend Florida Rules for Certified 

and Court-Appointed mediators and CME requirements. 
 
5-2006 Supreme Court issued its opinion In Re: Petition of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules and Policy 

Committee on Amendments to Florida Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators, SC05-998.  The 
opinion adopts the “point system” as a basis for mediator certification, effective August 2006, changes CME 
requirements, adopts revision to standards of conduct in rules of discipline. Circuit mediator qualifications 
remain pending. 

 
7-2006 Dispute Management Inc. (DMI) conducted its last training as a certified mediation training provider.  DMI 

has been continuously certified since 1988 to conduct mediation trainings in Florida.  
 
8-2006 The fifteenth annual statewide DRC Conference for Mediators and Arbitrators: Honoring Our 

Past…Celebrating Our Future is held at the Rosen Centre in Orlando. 
 
10-2006 October 15-21 is proclaimed by Governor Bush as Mediation Week in Florida. 
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12-2006 Senior Judges as Mediators Ethics Program offered for first time pursuant to Supreme Court opinion in 

SC04-2482. 
 
5-2007 Second Oral Argument in SC05-998. 
 
5-2007 Chapter 44, Florida Statutes Court-ordered, nonbinding arbitration section (44.103) amended effective 

October 1, 2007. 
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