
              Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 

    
 
                                       

                                       
                              

 
         

               
       

The  Office  of  Court  Improvement   (OCI)   is  currently  conducting  an  assessment  
of  Florida’s   application   of   the   Interstate   Compact   on  the   Placement   of   Children  
(ICPC),  as   required  by   the  Federal  Safe  and  Timely   Interstate  Placement  of  Foster  
Children  Act  of  2006.    The  ICPC  applies  to  dependency  cases   in  which  children  are  
moved  to  placements  out  of  state  and  requires  work  from  numerous  partners   in  
the  dependency  system.   The  ICPC  can  involve  delays  and  currently  frustrates  pro‐
fessionals   in  the  dependency  system,  and  more  importantly,  the  children  awaiting  
permanent   placements.     Staff   from   the   Department  of  Children   and   Families   is  
working  closely  with  the  courts  to  determine  changes  in  court  practices  that  are  necessary  to  expedite  ICPC  cases.    
 

  In  the  first  step  of  the  assessment,  OCI  staff  completed  a  literature  review,  legal  analysis,  and  flowchart  of  the  ICPC  
process,  which  enabled  staff  to  review  131  case  files  from  the  DCF  ICPC  Office  in  Tallahassee.   Building  upon  the  infor‐
mation  gleaned  from  the  case  files,  staff  constructed  a  survey  instrument  and  distributed  it  electronically  to  a  diverse  
group  of  respondents  throughout  the  state.   Staff  are  currently  compiling  the  survey  results.   
 
  The  next  phase  of  the  assessment  will   involve  participation  from  a  focus  group  comprised  of  dependency  judges  
and  staff  from  each  of  the  following  professions:   DCF  attorneys,  parents’  attorneys,  guardian  ad  litem  attorneys/case  
coordinators,  community‐based  care  case  managers,  and  ICPC  state  office  staff.   This  group  will  utilize  the  assessment   
finding  s  to  craft  recommendations   for  court  practices  that  will  expedite  ICPC  cases.  Once  the  recommendations  are  
finalized,  the  completed  assessment  report  will  be  submitted  to  the  federal  office  of  the  Administration  of  Children  and  
Families  by  June  30,  2008.   
 
In  addition  to  the  court  reforms  that  will  stem  from  this  assessment,  the  DCF  is  making  its  own  internal  changes  

aimed  at  expediting  the  ICPC  process  on  the  agency  side.   Some  of  the  changes  being  made  include:  transferring  infor‐
mation  electronically,  eliminating  the  regional  step  in  the  review  process,  and  granting  judges  computer  access  in  the  
courtroom  to  the  status  of  placements.    We  hope  that  the  multidisciplinary  approach  of  this  assessment  will  produce  
practical  and  innovative  strategies  that  will  improve  the  ICPC  process  both  for  the  professionals  in  the  field  and  for  the  
children  and  families  they  serve.  

Pets in Domestic Violence Cases: An Important Factor 
Continued From Page 1 

Shelters‐Their Role 

Very few shelters for domestic violence victims are equipped to handle animals, and in many cases, the only viable 
alternative for the victim may be turning their pet over to an animal shelter, which is unacceptable to some pet own‐
ers. Shelters that do offer services for pets must deal with risks and liability issues. 
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Many  times,  the  animals  themselves  are  abused  and  may  bite  or  be  difficult  to  manage.  In  Florida,  another  issue  exists  

due  to  laws  that  define  animals  as  property.6   If  the  respondent  is  the  owner  and  the  pet  is  taken  by  the  petitioner,  the  

aggressor  is  free  to  come  and  retrieve  his  or  her  animal,  which  may  put  the  victim  or  pet’s  caregiver  in  danger,  depend‐

ing  upon  whom  has  possession  of  the  animal.  If  the  victim  has  taken  refuge  at  a  shelter,  the  respondent  could  poten‐

tially  harm  the  victim  or  others  seeking  refuge  at  the  shelter  during  an  attempt  to  regain  control  of  the  pet.   

 

Pets  and  the  Law   

  Maine,  Vermont  and  New  York  have  all  passed  laws  that  allow  judges  to  include  pets  in  protective  orders  involv‐

ing  cases  of  domestic  violence.7 Illinois  passed  a  similar  law  that  took  effect  January  1,  2008,8 and  in  Connecticut,  a  new  

law  which  took  effect  on  October  1,  2007,  permits  courts  to   issue  orders  of  protection  for  animals  owned  or  kept  by  

victims  of  family  violence,  stalking  or  harassment.  The  orders  may,  at  a  minimum,  prohibit  respondents  from  injuring  or  

threatening  to  injure  the  animals,  and  come  in  the  form  of  a  civil  restraining  order  or  a  criminal  protective  order.9    Colo‐

rado   includes  harming  animals  in  their  definition  of  domestic  violence,10  and   in  California,  the  courts  are  now  allowed  

to  grant  the  petitioner  exclusive  ownership  and  control  over  a  family  pet  in  a  protective  order  upon  a  showing  of  good  

cause.11  The  California  court  may  also  order  the  respondent  to  stay  away  from  the  animal  and  forbid  the  respondent  

from  injuring  or  disposing  of  the  pet.12               

 

  Although  Florida  doesn’t  provide  a  statutory  basis  for  including  pets  in  protective  

orders,  §741.30(7)(b)(4),  Florida  Statutes  (2007),  allows  the  court  to  consider  if  a  re‐

spondent  has  injured  or  killed  a  family  pet  when  determining  whether  or  not  a  peti‐

tioner  has   reasonable  cause  to  believe   that  he  or  she  is   in   imminent  danger  of  be‐

coming  a  victim  of  domestic  violence.  If  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  injured  ani‐

mal  are  a  basis  for  substantiating  reasonable  cause,  then  the  court  can  order  an   in‐

junction  or  other   relief.13  A  person  found  guilty  of  cruelty   to   animals   in  Florida  can  

also  be  found  guilty  of  a  first  degree  misdemeanor  or  a  third  degree  felony,  depend‐

ing  upon   the   severity  of   the  action.14   If   the  person   is  convicted  of  felony  animal  cru‐

elty   and  also   tortured  the   animal,   the  defendant  is   additionally   charged   a  minimum  mandatory   fine  of   twenty‐five  

thousand  dollars  and  is   required   to  undergo  psychological  counseling  or  complete  an  anger  management  treatment  

program.15   Penalties  also  increase  if  the  defendant  has  a  prior  conviction  for  the  same  offense.16                           
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Help  for  Victims   
 
  Prior  planning   and   education   are  the  keys   to  helping   Florida’s   victims   in  a  domestic   violence   situation.  Victims  

should  develop  an  emergency  plan  for  sheltering  pets  when  they  are  developing  a  safety  plan  for  themselves  and  their  

children.  The  plan  should  include  collecting  vaccination  and  medical  records  for  the  pet,  as  well  as  the  pet’s  supplies.  

Victims  should  also  make  sure  that  their  name  is  on  the  animal’s  paperwork  as  the  owner,   including  the  registration,  

veterinarian  receipts,  and  pet  store  receipts  to  help  prove  ownership,  should  the  issue  arise.  Domestic  violence  case  

managers  should  be  aware  of  local  shelters  and  their  pet  policies  so  that  they  can  properly  advise  domestic  violence  

victims.  The  Humane  Society  of  the  United  States  offers  a  free  brochure,  “Protecting  Your  Pet  From  Domestic  Violence,”  

for  battered  women  and  women’s  shelters,  which  is  available  by  calling  (888)  213‐0956.  The  organization  also  offers  a  

state‐by‐state  directory  of  safe  haven  programs  which  take  pets  on  its  website  at  

www.hsus.org.  
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Helpful Web Resources 
To access publications on our website, go to www.flcourts.org, family courts, publications. 

To access publications from this page, highlight the publication, 
right click, then select “open hyperlink.” 

Legislation 
Family Court Bills 2008 Legislative Session 

Case Law Updates 
Family Case Law Updates, February 2008 
Family Case Law Updates, December 2007 ‐ January 
2008 
Family Case Law Updates, November 2007 
Family Case Law Updates, August ‐ October 2007 

Unified Family Court 
2006 Compendium of Family Court Practices 
2004‐2005 Compendium of Family Court Practices 
2005 Self Assessment Results 
Unified Family Court Brochure 
2003 Compendium of Family Court Practices 
Florida's Family Court Toolkit: Vol. 1 
Florida's Family Court Toolkit: Vol. 2 
Unified Family Court Sample Administrative Order 
What, Where, Why and How: Unified Family Courts 
in Florida 

Unified Family Court—continued 
Getting from "Clobberation" to "Collaboration" ‐ The 
importance of collaboration in unified family court 
Report of the 2000 ‐ 02 Family Court Steering Commit‐
tee 
A Model Family Court for Florida: Recommendations of 
the Florida Supreme Court's Family Court Steering Com‐
mittee 

Dependency 
2007 Dependency Benchbook 
2007 Chapter 39, Florida Statutes 
Dependency Reassessment 
Dependency Booklet ‐ Case Plan insert 

Juvenile Delinquency 
Chapter 985, Florida Statutes 
Delinquency Brochure 
Delinquency Assessment Final Report 
‐ Assessment Executive Summary 
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