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LAWYER PLEADS CASE FOR TREASURE COAST MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
udge shortage a ‘slap in the face’
“It’'s incomprehensible By Melissa E. Holsman ‘ comments of other Treasure Coast law-
staff writer yers and judges about the condition of lo-
to me that the

When Florida Supreme Court justices cal courts and will present them to the

[ oo — : - . Jjustices,
Legislature — which gather Wednesday for a mid-year meeting, “It's incomprehensible to me that the

hould recognize that ~ they're likely to get an earful from a Trea- Legislature — which should recognize
sure Coast lawyer who's frustrated over a that we have three equal branches of gov-
we have three equal  lack of judges that he says has turned Mar. ernment — should continuously fail to

branches of tin Gounty courts into a “sad situation.”  honor . the need for additional judges,”
,;m Emv court, é?o.ﬁ is meeting this  Bowdish said. “That is a slap in the face
government — should ~ week in Miami, has invited James Bowd. to the people of Florida, and I hope it

mn

i . ish, a lawyer with more than 30 years of doesn’t continue.”
continuously fail to experience, to speak to the justices about Each year the Supreme Court issues
honor ... the need for w?m the wmmwm_mmﬁm_w os%amm @m%% o an opinion certifying the need for new = : ; Tl g L
sy : » und new judgeships has backlogged cases judges throughout the state, a require- . -
additional judges. in Martin courts, causing chronic delays _Smmﬁ Bmsmmﬁmm by the state ogmm%&om. .  CHRIS WEATHERLY staf photographer
James Bowdish In resolving even the simplest legal dis- The Legislature has the final say as to Courtney Chambliss, 14, walks with members of the Sebastian
Treasure Coast lawyer putes. 2<mﬁ Z_aa_m School Multicultural Club in Monday's Martin Luther
: Bowdish said he’s been gathering the See SHORTAGE, A2 King Jr. parade. See how the Treasure Coast celebrates. PAGE B1

GOVERNOR’S BUD ,
,. UDGET e THE OTHER END OF THE LINE

dtate can | When you call 911 ...
increase | ,

pending,
cut taxes

Jeb Bush says the extra $4.5 billion
coming into the state treasirv will he




rying to-out-compete

Clark Advanced Learning Center

“We didn't have

. be eliminated.”

id Monday he wanted to re-
sal the intangibles tax com-’
etely this year rather than
ser a two-year period.

“T¢’s time to eliminate the
rtangibles tax once and for
(1. The revenues that the
oters have sent us are suffi-
jent to fund our future
rowth especially if we re-
srm Medicaid over the next
ouple of years,” Negron
aid.

Bush wouldr’t comment
n whether he would go for
hat time ‘table — but as
omeone who has champi-
med the repeal of the tax for
ix years he was happy to
1ear the enthusiasm.

“Tt warms my heart that
he Appropriations chair is
rying to out-compete us in
he speed by which the intan-
sjibles tax can be elimi-
sated,” Bush told reporters.

Besides cutting taxes,
Bush wants to continue sock-
ing some of the money into
reserves — that policy paid
off last week when Florida’s
credit rating was upgraded
by a Wall Street rating
agency.

IRCC Chastain Campus, 2400 S.E. Salerno Road,

Port Salerno

In its inaugural year, the center already has become a national
model for technology-based learning. A partnership between the
school district and IRCC, it’s the first charter high school in Martin

County.
Quick facts:

¥ The 35,000-square-foot center is outfitted with $2 million in the latest

technology. )

¥ Students choose from six major inc

luding digital media, E-commerce, in

formation technology, ecotechnology, multidisciplinary and medical profes-

sions.

y Each of the center's 200 high school students is issued a laptop com-

puter.

» Students can eam associate degrees from IRCC at no cost while attend-

ing.

» Students interested in attending must submit an application.
Contact Executive Director Steven Montes at (772)4195751 or smonte-

s@ircc.edu for more information.

SCHOOL

FROM Al
The center is a national
model for its innovative

teaching and learning envi-
ronment and was recently
awarded a $600,000 technol-
ogy grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Education. The
center will host seminars
and professional develop-
ment workshops for teachers

from throughout Florida and
the country on how to merge
new technology into their
lessons.

“Jt's not always about get-
ting students to memorize
facts. Tt’s more about show-
ing them the tools they can
use to get information when
they need it,” said informa-
tion technology teacher Geo
Wassung.

- charlie.reed@scripps.com

swund her husband . . . and having to say, ‘It's going to be OK, we
? that kind of thing is a little nerve-wracking.” '

Tawnya Rich
911 dispatcher

said that he's blue, he’s stiff,
so you know that he’s al-
ready dead, but I couldn’t
talk him through CPR, he
was just too young to go
through all that,” she said.

“I stayed on the phone un-
1il the police got there, and I
told the boy what a good job
he did, and of course when 1
hung up I cried.”

One call Tawnya Rich, a
30-year-old shift supervisor
at the Martin sheriff’s office,
won't forget is the first she
took to report a death.

“you're not used to the
person’s emotions on - the
other end,” she said. “I first

got a call of a woman that
had found her husband . . .
and having to say, ‘It's going
to be OK, we have help on
the way, that kind of thing
is a little nerve-wracking.”

Sometimes, it's 0K

Although the 911 personnel
can reel off seemingly end-
less tales of tragedy and sad-
ness, they also are quick to

recount instances where
things went right.
Take Lee Bruce, a

40-year-old dispatcher and
training officer in Indian
River County.

She shared an experience

in which a brother and sister
found their father uncon-
scious. She gave instructions
to the daughter, who relayed
them to the brother as CPR
was being performed on
their dad, who survived.

And it's those kind of end-
ings that make the job worth-
while.

Like other dispatchers, In-
dian River County’s Fox said
a significant amount of work
goes into searching for miss-
ing persons, noting, “It’s al-
ways a good feeling when the
person is located and they're
OK.”

- will.greenlee@scripps.com
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this when
Democrats were
in control and 1
happen to be a
Republican.”

James Bowdish
Treasure Coast attorney

SHORTAGE

FROM Al

whether new judgeships are
created and funded.

And while justices have
certified the need for two
more appellate judges, 67 cir-
cuit judges and 41 county
judges, according to the Su-
preme Court Web site, law-
makers for the past two
years have failed to fund any
new trial court positions.

Martin County is short
four circuit judges and a
county judge, justices con-
cluded last year.

In a message sent to the
Supreme Court which led to
his speaking invitation,
Bowdish described “unprece-
dented and incredible de-
lays” he’s experienced in the
last year and a half, particu-
larly in Martin County.

“These delays occur not
only in getting complicated
cases tried, but even getting
minor cases tried which
might consume one to two
days of nonjury trial time,”
he wrote. “It is a real mess
down here in Martin County.

“The judges, being pres-
sured, have become arrogant

. and hostile to the attorneys

and their clients. It is a sad
situation.”

He put much of the blame
with GOP lawmakers.

“Republicans are not par-
ticularly favorable toward
the court system,” he said.
“We didn’t have this when
Democrats were in control,
and I happen to be a Republi-
can.”

- melissa.holsman@scripps.com

A drunk driver ruined something
precious. Amber Apodaca.

Friends Don't Let Friends Drive Drunk.




