Court Administration
COURT ADMINISTRATION
Office of the State Courts Administrator

The Office of the State Courts Administrator (OSCA) was created in 1972 to serve the chief
justice in carrying out his or her responsibilities as the chief administrative officer of the judicial
branch. OSCA was established to provide professional court management and administration
for the state’s judicial branch—basically, the non-adjudicatory services and functions necessary
for the smooth operation of the branch, which includes the Supreme Court of Florida, the five
district courts of appeal, the 20 circuit courts, and the 67 county courts.
OSCA prepares the judicial branch’s budget requests to the legislature, monitors legislation,
and serves as a point of contact for legislators and their staff regarding issues related to the
state courts system. In addition, OSCA coordinates a host of educational programs designed to
ensure that judges and court employees have the knowledge, skills, and abilities to serve and
perform at the highest professional levels.
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Among other duties, OSCA also collects and analyzes statistical information relevant to court operations; implements
administrative and legislative initiatives for family, dependency, and delinquency court cases; develops long-range and
operational plans; offers statewide mediation training and certification through the Dispute Resolution Center; evaluates
the qualifications of court interpreters; coordinates and produces administrative and judicial education publications;
and provides technical support for the trial and appellate courts, including support for the state-funded computer
infrastructure of Florida’s courts system. For more information about OSCA, visit the Florida State Courts website at
http://www.flcourts.org/.

Trial Court Administrators

Each of the 20 circuits in Florida has a trial court administrator, who supports the chief judge in his or her constitutional
role as the administrative supervisor of the circuit and county courts. The office of the trial court administrator provides
professional staff support to ensure effective and efficient court operations.
Trial court administrators have multiple responsibilities. They manage judicial operations such as courtroom scheduling,
facilities management, caseflow policy, ADA policy, statistical analysis, inter-branch and intergovernmental relations,
technology planning, jury oversight, public information, and emergency planning. They also oversee court business
operations, including personnel, planning and budgeting, finance and accounting, purchasing, property and records, and
staff training.
Moreover, trial court administrators manage and provide support for essential court resources including court reporting,
court interpreters, expert witnesses, staff attorneys, magistrates and hearing officers, mediation, and case management.
Find links to the homepages of Florida’s circuit courts: http://www.flcourts.org/florida-courts/trial-courts-circuit.stml.

Marshals of the Supreme Court and the District Courts of Appeal

The supreme court and each of the five district courts of appeal have a marshal—a constitutional officer under Article
V of the Florida Constitution. The DCA marshals’ responsibilities are similar to those of the trial court administrators:
the operational budget, purchasing, court facilities and grounds, contracts, personnel, and security. The supreme court
marshal is responsible for the security of court property, justices, and employees; the management of the buildings and
grounds; and administrative, logistical, and operational support of the supreme court. In addition, the supreme court
marshal has the power to execute the process of the court throughout the state. The Florida Supreme Court website can
be found at http://www.floridasupremecourt.org/. For links to the homepages of Florida’s DCAs, go to
http://www.flcourts.org/florida-courts/district-court-appeal.stml.

